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22nd February 2017
Minutes of a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC)

held in Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 20th February 2017

Present:


Cllr. N. Beechey
- Chair




Cllr. D. Bell




Cllr. V. Cooper




Cllr. K. Halliday



Cllr. R. Savage 


Apologies:

Cllr. J. Dumelow - Vice Chair
 

In attendance:

Philip Ede – Wealden District Councillor


Martha Lawes - Parish Clerk

Approximately 15 members of the public

107. Chairman’s Welcome

Cllr. Beechey welcomed everyone to the meeting. He was delighted to report that Councillors had 
interviewed a very strong field of candidates for the position of Clerk and that Victoria Rutt had
been offered and accepted the position. Vicki will be working alongside Martha Lawes from early 
March to ensure a smooth handover. Cllr. Beechey advised that APC had written to all 
members of 
the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) and East Sussex County Council (ESCC) setting 
out its opposition to the proposed traffic light scheme. A number of replies have been received from 
ESCC members. The letters and the reply from Margaret Paren, Chair of SDNPA will be posted on 
the noticeboard. Cllr. Beechey advised that he’d asked for reports from portfolios to be returned to the 
agenda to help ensure that agreed actions are carried out as quickly as possible.
108. Public Questions

1. Neale Pybus reported that Alfriston Emergency Group had been very helpful in clearing a number of fallen trees from the road in Winton Street. ESCC Highways department have written to Stephen Carr, the owner of the trees on the steep bank opposite many of the houses, informing him of his duty to remove the debris but to date he has not done so. This is likely to be a recurring event as the steep bank is being eroded by vehicles and rabbit warrens. Can APC add their weight to the request to Stephen Carr to remove the debris and fell the trees which are greatest risk of falling. Cllr. Halliday will draft a letter for the Clerk to send to Stephen Carr and a letter to ESCC asking them to enforce their request.
2. Katie Salmon reported that the a gate on the east side of the riverbank between White Bridge and Long Bridge is in a dangerous state and needs to be repaired. Cllr. Bell will report it to ESCC’s Rights of Way team. 

3. Sherry Ward, Secretary to the PCC requested permission for marquees to erected on the Tye for the Flower festival on 16-19th June. Councillors requested that a plan showing the location of the marquees was provided to the May meeting.


PERMISSION GRANTED
4. Sherry Ward advised that all local groups were being asked to contribute an arrangement to the Flower Festival and invited APC to do so.

5. Sylvia Daw reported an alarming increase in dog fouling in the village. The pavements around the recreation ground and school are particularly bad. That morning there were 7 piles of dog mess on the pavement outside the school. Councillors expressed their dismay at such anti-social behaviour and called on all owners to clean up after their dogs. APC pays for the provision of dog bins throughout the village but dog owners must be prepared to use them. Cllr Ede will ask the StreetScene Team to supply some posters and to increase patrols in Alfriston. He also reminded parishioners that properly bagged dog mess can be deposited in litter bins under the current waste and recycling contract so there are an even greater number of bins available.

109. Report from East Sussex County Councillor Nick Bennett


The Clerk had previously circulated ESCC’s Budget Communication to Parishes. No further report 
or 
apology had been received.
110. Report from Wealden District Councillor Phillip Ede


Cllr Ede reported that Wealden District Council (WDC) had seen a marked increase in fly tipping over 
recent months. Parishioners can report fly-tipping to Cllr Ede or direct to WDC. WDC are also 
involved in the National Spring Clean. The Clerk will publish details of the scheme which can provide 
essential tools and supplies for volunteers. Cllr Ede has reported the damaged finger post to the 
ESCC Highways department but warned that APC would be liable for some of the cost of repairs.
111. Apologies for absence


Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr. Dumelow.
112. Minutes
112.1. Cllr. Bell proposed and Cllr. Halliday seconded a motion that the Minutes of the meeting held 
on 
16th January 2017 were approved and signed as a true and accurate record.














MOTION CARRIED
112.2. Cllr. Beechey duly signed the minutes

113. Finance
113.1. Cllr. Savage proposed and Cllr. Cooper seconded a motion to approve the Statement 


of Finances








MOTION CARRIED
113.2. Cllr. Halliday  approved and signed Invoices for Payment
114. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr. Halliday


Cllr. Halliday reported that ESCC Highways had sent a letter to residents and businesses in High 
Street and Market Square asking for details of their vehicular access requirements. There was some 
uncertainty over who had been sent a letter and what information had been asked for. Cllr. Halliday 
will ask ESCC for clarification. Cllr. Savage advised that parishioners were planning to hold a village 
meeting in late April to discuss ESCC’s traffic proposals. 
114.1. Replacement bins for Market Square – Cllr. Halliday reported that a request for new bins had 
been rejected last year when WDC undertook a district wide review of litter bins. He will re-
instate the request.  

115. Report on Allotments – Cllr. Cooper

115.1. Cllr. Cooper reported that allotment notices for renewals were normally sent out in January but 
would be sent out by the end of February.
116. Report on Rights of Way and Countryside – Cllr. Bell


Cllr. Bell advised that he would report the two gates on the riverbank in need of repair to ESCC’s 
Right of Way Team. ESCC have started cutting verges and hedges. Cllr. Halliday will ask them to 
attend to the high hedge opposite Deans Place hotel which is so overgrown that it is forcing vehicles 
into the opposite carriageway.
117. Report on Car Parks and Public Transport – Cllr. Savage
117.1. Cllr. Savage will look for a suitable bus shelter for installation in the Willows Coach Park.
118. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr. Dumelow 


Cllr. Beechey asked Councillors to consider whether this and other portfolios should be redefined 
before the portfolios are re-allocated at the Annual Meeting.
119. Report on Tye and Recreation Ground – Cllr. Beechey  

119.1. Tye Road Cllr. Beechey advised that a date for this work will be set as soon as a delivery date 
for the new gate is confirmed. He explained that a bespoke gate is being made to match the 
scale of the existing one but to allow separate pedestrian and vehicular access.
119.2. Playground refurbishment –Cllr. Cooper reported that she has met with Lucie Harmer, a 
representative of local mothers, to discuss ideas for the playground refurbishment. Repairs and 
replacements to the play equipment and surfaces is needed so there will be considerable cost 
involved. On 28th February Cllr. Cooper is meeting with a representative of Playdale, a 
specialist supplier who provide costings and advice on sources of funding. APC has allocated 
funds of £6,000 and Cllr. Cooper has begun the process of applying for a grant from Tesco’s 
Bags of Help Fund. 
120. Report from Planning Committee - Cllr Bell

120.1. Applications to be considered by APC planning committee at this meeting


SDNP/17/00281/HOUS Chylowen North Road Alfriston   



Alterations to the existing house with new two storey side extension and single storey rear 


extension.










SUPPORTED


The application was supported on the condition that a suitable blackout provision 
was applied 

to the glass lantern to preserve the Dark Skies above Alfriston

120.2. Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting
120.3. Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA

SDNP/16/05128/FUL Wingrove Inn High Street Alfriston 





Proposed change of use from C3 to C1 in order to create 5 no. additional hotel suites at 


Wingrove House Hotel, Alfriston






GRANTED
120.4    Cllr. Savage asked if Tony Warner from the Community Land Trust could be invited to speak at 

the Parish Assembly. The Clerk will follow this up.

121. Update on Casual Vacancy – Cllr. Beechey


Wealden District Council has confirmed that no request for an election has been lodged and 


therefore APC may fill the vacancy through co-option. The Clerk will advertise the vacancy as 

widely as possible. The closing date for applications will be 13th March in order that a candidate 

can be selected at the meeting on 20th March.
122. Reports from Outside Bodies
122.1 Rod Young’s report on the Cuckmere Buses Stakeholder meeting is attached as Appendix B
122.2 Lorry Watch
122.3 Heartstart

122.4 Alfriston Emergency Group asked if they could become a sub-committee of APC. Councillors 
will consider this at a future agenda item after consulting with the Parish Council’s insurers.
122.5 Flood Forum

122.6 Neighbourhood Watch
122.7 Twinning Committee

122.8 Alfriston Events Team

123. Correspondence to The Clerk
123.1 Permission was granted for the Pre-school to use the Tye for Sussex Day on 10th June and 
provide parking on the Recreation Ground on the condition that no cars are parked overnight. 
Permission was also granted for Alfest to use the Recreation Ground for parking on July 8th 
subject to the same restriction on overnight parking.
123.2 Councillors approved an S137 Grant of £250.00 to Kent Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Trust 
in response to a request for support.
124. Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held at 7.15 pm on Monday 20th March 2017 in Alfriston 
War Memorial Hall. The meeting will be suspended after the Chairman’s Welcome to allow 
Public Questions and Reports from County and District Councillors.

125. Public Questions

1. Sylvia Daw asked whether traffic lights would have to have filters on them to stop light polluting the Dark Skies. Cllr. Beechey replied that he feared it was more likely that street lights would be installed to illuminate the traffic lights.
2. Vernon asked whether the holder of the Strategic Planning portfolio should be asked to forge stronger relationships with the SDNPA. He asked if Josephine Carr, Parish Representative at the SDNPA, could be offered a regular slot on the agenda in the same way that our County and District Councillors were. The Clerk will invite Mrs Carr and also Maria Caulfield to make a regular report.
3. Neale Pybus advised that the “Fix my Street” app which can be downloaded to a mobile phone was a simple and very efficient way to notify District and County Councils of matters requiring their attention.
Signed ……………………………………………………………..Nicholas Beechey – Chairman











20th March 2017
Appendix A
[image: image1.emf]Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

Chq No £ £

IT00100 David Arcusi - wages February

IT00101 Philip Grosse - wages February

IT00102 Martha Lawes - salary February

2,083.14        

IT00103 Viking -waste toner box 16.19             

22334 Eastbourne Calor Gas Centre 26.95             

Total 2,126.28        

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

DD EE car park attendants' mobile 24.30             

Total 24.30             

GRAND TOTAL 2,150.58        

Summary of Bank Balances 20th February 2017

£

Business Current Account 3,905.28        

Business Reserve Account 24,952.57      

TOTAL 28,857.85      

Signed by: …………………………………………………………

 Councillor who countersigned the above cheques

Martha Lawes - Clerk & RFO

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report 20th February 2017

 

Appendix B
Cuckmere Buses - Report of the Stakeholders Meeting on Monday 23 January 2017
Points dealt with at the Stakeholders meeting which may be of interest to Alfriston Parish Councillors were as follows:
Finance
Provisional results for 2016 show a small trading surplus for the year (£1,800). Both income (£216,800) and expenditure (£215,000) were significantly higher than plan. Bus repairs continue to push expenditure above budget, but bus disposals at above book value have helped offset this.
Net assets at the year end (£211,200) are broadly in line with plan.
Overall, financial results are generally satisfactory, but falling passenger numbers remain a concern.
Services
Services in Hailsham continue to be disrupted by major roadworks in the centre of the town, with a consequent loss of passengers. Some disruption is also expected in Eastbourne over the next few months as work takes place on the Andale Centre.
Plans for summer services are being made, with the 47 Cuckmere Ramblerbus (servicing Alfriston) resuming on 25 March and the extended summer timetable on the 126 (also serving Alfriston) on 26 March. Continued operation of the 38 Brighton service is under review as a result of poor loadings.
Vehicles
The programme of moving to a more modern bus fleet, with more sustainable running costs, continues. Another of the older buses, probably Bus 13 will be sold in the near future, bring fleet numbers down to eight. Philip Ayers is keeping newly launched buses under review, with builders Mellor and EVM both introducing new vehicles potentially appropriate to  our operations.

