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30th June 2016
Minutes of a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC)

held in Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 20th June 2016

Present:

Cllr. N. Beechey



Cllr. J. Dumelow - Vice Chair


Cllr. D. Bell




Cllr. V. Cooper







Cllr. K. Halliday



Cllr. R. Savage


 


Apologies:

Cllr. J. Fox

Cllr. Nick Bennett – East Sussex County Council (ESCC)







 

In attendance:

Cllr. Philp Ede – Wealden District Council (WDC)

Martha Cattell - Parish Clerk

Approximately 23 members of the public

26. Chairman’s Welcome


Cllr. Beechey welcomed everyone to the June meeting.
The meeting was suspended

27. Public Questions

1. On behalf of the Clergy House, Pat Straker asked when the double yellow lines would be repainted on Tye Road. She asked if anything could be done to stop parked cars blocking the access for emergency vehicles to the Clergy House. The Clerk is hoping to get Tye Road markings repainted over the summer.
2. Sylvia Daw asked if anyone could lend a large barbecue to Alfriston Primary school.
3. David Lewis asked when the gents toilets in Dene Car Park would re-open. The Clerks advised that due to water leaking onto electrical cables and the presence of asbestos in the roof, major repair work was required. WDC had assured her that the facilities would be repaired and re-opened as soon as possible and that repairs to the Willows facilities had also been scheduled.
4. Caroline Adcock asked if a seat or shelter could be provided at the bus stop in the Willows car park. Councillors agreed to purchase a bench or shelter. The Clerk will provide Councillors with options and prices.
28. Report from East Sussex County Councillor Nick Bennett



Cllr Bennett had advised that he and County Officers were preparing a response to the minutes 

of the May meeting. He believed that there were significant issues which were not recorded in 

the minutes and he objected to the tone and content of much of the report. He advised that he 

would send a full response soon and attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to speak to 

it. In the absence of any other matters that he needed to make the parish aware of he would not 

attend the June meeting.
29. Report from Wealden District Councillor Phillip Ede



Cllr Ede reported that he had met with an ESCC officer team led by Mr Carl Taylor in May to 


investigate 
whether Alfriston could be added to ESCC’s parking control order. Alfriston could 


only be added if the whole of Wealden District Council was included in the legal framework. He 

met with the Chief Executive of Wealden District Council who remains unwilling to de-



criminalise parking as he believes it will have a negative effect on the local economy as 


parking charges would 
have be imposed at car parks. The Chief Executive and the Leader of 

WDC believe that Sussex Police must fulfil their responsibility to enforce parking restrictions. 


Councillors asked Cllr Ede to encourage the Wealden District Council to lobby the Police and 

Crime Commissioner to get proper enforcement of illegal parking.


Cllr Ede advised that the South Downs National Parks Authority (SDNPA) would vote on 


whether to adopt the Local Plan later in the week and he expected that it would be approved. 

He didn’t believe that there were any major implication for Alfriston as the bar for 




acceptable development was set much higher in the Conservation Area.


Cllr Ede advised that as a District Councillor he had no involvement in the recent Traffic 


Consultation. His personal view was that the proposed schemes were inappropriate for 



Alfriston and he had responded to the consultation to this effect. The SDNPA is also opposed 

to the proposals. Councillors asked Cllr Ede, in his capacity as a Member of the SDNPA, to 


urge the SDNPA to take the necessary steps to ensure that the proposals were 




not implemented. 

The meeting was resumed
30. Apologies for absence



Councillors accepted apologies for absence from Cllr. Fox.
31. Minutes


Cllr. Savage proposed and Cllr. Cooper seconded a motion that the Minutes of the 



meeting held on 23rd May 2016 were approved and signed as a true and 





accurate record.








MOTION CARRIED
 

Cllr. Beechey duly signed the minutes. 

32. Finance


32.1
Cllr. Dumelow proposed and Cllr. Cooper seconded a motion to approve the Statement of 


Finances









MOTION CARRIED

32.2
Cllr. Halliday approved and signed Invoices for Payment


32.3
Cllr. Cooper proposed and Cllr. Dumelow seconded a motion to approve the Annual 



Governance Statement.






MOTION CARRIED


Cllr. Halliday proposed and Cllr. Savage seconded a motion to approve the Accounting 



Statements
. 








MOTION CARRIED


The Chairman and the Clerk duly signed the Annual Return in the presence of the Council

33. To consider a request for funding from Alfriston Cricket Club – Cllr. Fox 

 

Alfriston Cricket Club had been unable to send a representative to address Councillors so this 

matter was deferred to the July meeting.
34. To receive a report on the recent SDNPA meeting - Cllr. Savage 


Cllr. Savage reported that the recent SDNPA workshop was well attended by some 30 parishes 
from the East of the National Park. The park has seen a sevenfold increase in numbers in the 
last ten years. The National Park has a progressive approach to conserve and develop the area 
as a vibrant, living park. Parishes are being encouraged to produce or update their Local Plan 
and to consider whether to join with neighbouring villages to produce a joint plan. Cllr. Savage 
reported that he left the meeting with renewed confidence in the SDNPA’s stewardship of the 
park.
35. To ratify APC’s response to ESCC’s Public Consultation on Traffic Proposals – Cllr. Halliday 


Councillors confirmed that they had considered APC’s letter to ESCC and the response to the 
Traffic Consultation questionnaire (previously circulated). Cllr. Bell proposed and Cllr. Savage 
seconded a motion to submit the responses to ESCC

MOTION CARRIED  

The Clerk will send the responses to ESCC and publish copies on the noticeboards and 
website.
36. Report from Planning Committee - Cllr Bell

36.1 Applications to be considered by APC planning committee at this meeting
36.2 Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting

SDNP/16/02267/HOUS Windwood Kings Ride Alfriston BN26 5XN

Addition of an oak glazed, gabled front porch with overhang, to provide covered 
wheelchair 
access from drive







SUPPORTED

SDNP/16/02353/HOUS Cotswold Cottage Sloe Lane Alfriston BN26 5UR

 Alteration to external elevation of former garage, door openings to be infilled with brick 
plinth 
and painted timber weatherboarding and two pairs of French windows













SUPPORTED


SDNP/16/02343/HOUS & SDNP/16/02344/LIS Lavender Cottage High Street Alfriston 

Rebuilding of existing attached side store; Reopening original door opening from store 
to 
dining room; Reduction of floor levels in dining room & kitchen & replacement of floor slab












SUPPORTED
36.3 Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA


SDNP/16/01775/HOUS  6 Smugglers Close, Alfriston

 Erect single storey extension at side




APPROVED

SDNP/16/02267/HOUS Windwood Kings Ride Alfriston BN26 5XN

Addition of an oak glazed, gabled front porch with overhang, to provide covered 
wheelchair 
access from drive







PENDING

SDNP/16/02353/HOUS Cotswold Cottage Sloe Lane Alfriston BN26 5UR 

Alteration to external elevation of former garage, door openings to be infilled with brick 
plinth 
and painted timber weatherboarding and two pairs of French windows












PENDING

SDNP/16/02343/HOUS & SDNP/16/02344/LIS Lavender Cottage High Street Alfriston 

Rebuilding of existing attached side store; Reopening original door opening from store to 
dining room; Reduction of floor levels in dining room & kitchen & replacement of floor slab













PENDING
36.4 Any other Planning Matter
37. Reports from Outside Bodies
37.1 The Twinning Committee reported that the Whitsun visit from residents of Veules le Roses was 
the most successful yet. A full report will be published in the July edition of the Cuckmere News
37.2 Alfriston Events Team provided a copy of their latest accounts and reported on a successful 
Sussex Day. They thanked Alfriston Emergency Group for their help with marshalling the car 
parking. Permission was requested to erect a marquee on the Tye to serve teas and coffees on 
the Tye during Festival weekend and to sell Festival Draw tickets in the square provide the 
Village Store didn’t object.






PERMISSION GRANTED 
37.3 Cuckmere Buses

37.4 Lorry Watch
37.5 Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Community First Responders
37.6 Alfriston Emergency Group (AEG) had been busy pumping water off the C39 after the recent 
heavy rain. It is approaching the end of its first year as a Lottery Funded group. Vernon 
Reynolds stressed that AEG is committed to assisting the community wherever possible not 
just in emergencies. Cllr. Beechey offered his thanks to the group and especially David Lewis 
and his family who made their vehicles available to the group.
37.7 Flood Forum. John Hurwoood reminded Councillors that all instances of the drains not working 
and leading to flooding should be reported to ESCC. Vernon will email the Clerk who will report 
the problems on the C39, Deans Place and the Furlongs to ESCC and WDC.
37.8 Neighbourhood Watch

38. Correspondence to The Clerk
38.1 Permissions Requested / Granted

38.2 A letter from Richard Mottram, regarding ESCC’s traffic proposals was read out. A copy is 
attached to the minutes as appendix B.

The Clerk advised Councillors that she was taking a week’s leave immediately following the 
meeting but would ensure that APC’s responses to the Traffic Consultation were sent before 
she finished work.
39. Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held at 7.15 pm on Monday 18th July 2016 in Alfriston 
War Memorial Hall. The meeting will be suspended after the Chairman’s Welcome to allow 
Public Questions and Reports from County and District Councillors.

The meeting was closed

40. Public Questions

1. Sylvia Daw reported that a business owner had asked her if the village would be putting up a Christmas tree this year. She advised that Health and Safety regulations stipulated a tree that was 26ft high so that the cable for the lights could not be snagged on lorries. The cost of the tree plus the new ground fixings required for a tree of this size put it beyond the budget of the Events team. She advised that if businesses or parishioners wanted to organise a tree, the Events team would be happy to pass on all of the information regarding the regulations and loan their tree lights.
2. Vernon Reynolds pointed out that numbers 31 and 32 had been duplicated on the agenda. The Clerk apologised for the error and advised that this would be noted in the minutes and a copy of the agenda lodged with the minutes.
3.  Sylvia Daw commented on how wonderful the Labyrinth at St Andrews Church was. Councillors echoed Sylvia’s comments and offered their congratulations and thanks to all involved, especially Graham Skelcey who had been instrumental in setting up the Labyrinth.
Signed ……………………………………………………………..Nicholas Beechey - Chairman











18th July 2016
Appendix A

[image: image1.emf]Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

Chq No £ £

IT00035 David Arcusi - wages June

IT00036 philip Grosse - wages June

IT00037 Martha Cattell - salary June 2,151.82        

22325 Post Office Ltd - HMRC Tax & NI Q1 1,762.58        

IT00038 SALC annual subscription 233.46           

IT00039 Keith Robertson - Internal Audit 302.70           

Total 4,450.56        

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

IT00032 Alfriston Pre-School 1,500.00        

IT00033 South East Water 1,798.15        

IT00034 Memorial Benches UK 499.90           

DD EE - car park attendants' phone 24.30             

DD BT - Telephone charges 86.30             

DD BT - Internet charges 125.40           

GRAND TOTAL 4,034.05        

Summary of Bank Balances 20th June 2016

£

Business Current Account 6,505.72        

Business Reserve Account 39,773.68      

TOTAL 46,279.40      

Signed by: …………………………………………………………

 Councillor who countersigned the above cheques

Martha Cattell - Clerk & RFO

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report 20th June 2016


Appendix B

Dear Martha,  

1. Thank you. I am most grateful to you for taking the trouble to reply so comprehensively to my email.

2. I regret I cannot attend this evening’s meeting because I am away from Alfriston on business. But perhaps I could offer some comments in writing.

3. My first observation would be that there seems to be a total breakdown of trust between the Parish Council and ESCC, with surprising levels of personal abuse directed at the County Council. I do not know how or why this has occurred but I cannot believe it is in our interests as parishioners.

4. Secondly, this may arise partly because of an unwillingness on the part of some parishioners to accept that there is a serious safety and amenity problem caused by the configuration of  the southern part of the High Street and the response of motorists to the problems it poses, which it would be irresponsible for ESCC to ignore . The "Give Way” sign is ignored by many motorists even when they can see vehicles travelling north towards them. This may be in some cases because they do not understand the meaning of the sign and faded road marking. Others probably including regular commuters through the village choose to ignore it. Instead of waiting, both groups drive onto the pavement, sometimes at speed. Lorries and coaches drive through the village and enforcement  of traffic regulations is non-existent. At certain times of the day it is not safe to stand or walk on the pavement south of the twittten. The general traffic mayhem must affect the experience of visitors to the village. This matters to all of us because the village depend on visitors to sustain its range of shops and pubs which contribute to village life. A 20mph limit- which is  a very good idea and should extend to the whole village- will not in itself solve this problem.

5. Option 1 is clearly to be preferred between the traffic light options. But the extent and intensity of the opposition to traffic lights, particularly from some of those living in the High Street, is concerning. “Do nothing” other than a 20mph limit is not in my view a responsible option. But, given the visual impact of some of measures linked to traffic lights, I can see the case for  testing the impact of a  partial solution comprising:

-  much more clearly delineating the entry points at the north and south of the village, as is the case in some Kent villages, perhaps with fencing the road  and much clearer notices that motorists are entering an historic village. This could draw on the best practice advice in the report prepared by Hamilton-Baillie Associates for amongst others East Sussex County Council and the South Downs National Park.

- a 20 mph speed limit, preferably throughout the village.

- clearer road markings linked to the Give Way sign. 

-  substantially increasing the number of bollards at the pavement edge south of the twitten so that motorists cannot simply use the pavement as an extension of the road.

- enforcement of parking restrictions in the High Street.

- a renewed effort to stop coaches and lorries above the weight limit coming through the village. This should include reviewing the adequacy of the existing signage on the approach roads and some exemplary enforcement action.

6. All of these measures are justified in themselves. They would complement any traffic light scheme if it were concluded eventually that it had to be introduced. They  therefore would not present a risk of  nugatory expenditure for ESCC. They could be adopted on the basis of a further review of their adequacy in say two years time.

7. It may be that a package of this kind is what the Councillors have in mind. I would be grateful if it could be drawn to their attention.

best wishes,

Richard

Richard Mottram

Twytton House
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