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22nd November 2016
Minutes of a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC)

held in Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 21st November 2016

Present:


Cllr. N. Beechey
- Chair




Cllr. D. Bell




Cllr. V. Cooper




Cllr. J. Dumelow - Vice Chair

Cllr. K. Halliday







Cllr. R. Savage 


Apologies:

Cllr. J.  Fox 

In attendance:

Martha Lawes - Parish Clerk

Approximately 13 members of the public

82. Chairman’s Welcome



Cllr. Beechey welcomed everyone to the meeting. He thanked the Alfriston Events team, 


the Alfriston Emergency Group and all of the volunteers who worked so hard to plan a 



fabulous Dickensian event and battled on despite atrocious weather. He offered special 


thanks to Graham Harper of Alfriston Arts for supplying and decorating such a beautiful 


Christmas tree.
83. Public Questions

1. Patsy Embry asked if there was any progress on getting better mobile signal in the village. Cllr. Beechey and Cllr. Bell attended a meeting at Rathfinny recently to discuss the possibility of Vodaphone and O2 installing a mast behind the estate office. The proposed mast is 12.5 metres high. It would not be visible from the village but would be from surrounding countryside. Cllrs. Beechey and Bell have asked whether a 10.5m mast was viable as it would be better screened by existing trees.
2. Katie Salmon asked if APC could try again to get UK Power Networks to cut back the hedge by the Alfriston Motors site. The Clerk will try again.

3. Mr Sillence advised that the Kings Ride signage has not yet been repaired. Cllr. Halliday will chase up East Sussex County Council (ESCC).

4. Caroline Adcock asked if there was any progress on purchasing a bench or bus shelter for the Willows Car Park. The Clerk apologised that it was still on her to do list.

5. Sylvia Daw thanked Alfriston Emergency Group (AEG) on behalf of Alfriston School for clearing the flooded road so that the school disco could go ahead.  

84. Report from East Sussex County Councillor Nick Bennett

85. Report from Wealden District Councillor Phillip Ede

86. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr. Fox.
87. Minutes

87.1. Cllr. Savage proposed and Cllr. Dumelow seconded a motion that the Minutes of the 

meeting held on 17th October 2016 were approved and signed as a true and 


accurate record.








MOTION CARRIED
87.2. Cllr. Beechey duly signed the minutes
88. Finance
88.1 
Cllr. Dumelow proposed and Cllr. Halliday seconded a motion to approve the Statement 

of Finances








MOTION CARRIED
88.2 
Cllr. Halliday approved and signed Invoices for Payment
89. Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute and WWI Beacons of Light 11th November 2018 -  Cllr. Beechey 



Councillors agreed that they were very keen to take part in this event. Cllr. Savage 



offered to approach the Lewis family for permission to light a beacon on their land.
90. Clerk’s resignation and APC’s new Mailing Address – The Clerk

The Clerk advised that she would be leaving her post at the end of March and that she would 
not be living in Alfriston after 5th December. APC now has a new PO Box address which will 
ensure that the Council’s mail can be delivered to the Clerk regardless of where they live. 
She will look into options for a local delivery point for parishioners who wish to deliver 
correspondence by hand. Councillors agreed to engage the services of Sussex & Surrey 
Association of Local Councils to assist in the recruitment of a new Clerk. Councillors agreed 
that Cllrs Beechey, Cooper and Savage will sit on the interview panel. Cllr. Beechey said that it 
was a great shame that Martha was leaving and thanked her for being such a good and 
effective Clerk throughout her time with APC. All of the Councillors concurred.
91. Report from Planning Committee - Cllr Bell

91.1 Applications to be considered by APC planning committee at this meeting
91.2 Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting


SDNP/16/05128/FUL Wingrove Inn High Street Alfriston


Proposed change of use from C3 to C1 in order to create 5 no. additional hotel suites at 


Wingrove House Hotel, Alfriston






SUPPORTED


SDNP/16/05283/HOUS Saffrons House Weavers Lane Alfriston   



Conversion of Carport into to work studio




SUPPORTED
91.3 Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA


SDNP/16/04990/HOUS 20 Kings Ride Alfriston BN26 5XP


Erect Conservatory on existing balcony





PENDING

SDNP/16/04469/HOUS 3 The Laines, The Furlongs Alfriston BN26 5XS  


Loft conversion









PENDING

SDNP/16/05128/FUL Wingrove Inn High Street Alfriston 

Proposed change of use from C3 to C1 in order to create 5 no. additional hotel suites at 
Wingrove House Hotel, Alfriston






PENDING

SDNP/16/05283/HOUS Saffrons House  Weavers Lane Alfriston 


Conversion of Carport into to work studio




PENDING
91.4 Any other Planning Matter
92. Reports from Outside Bodies
92.1 Lorry Watch

92.2 Heartstart have had enquiries from two new people interested in joining but more are 
always needed. The group now have a radio linked to the Ambulance service to provide 
better mobile communication. Cllr. Beechey thanked all of the Heartstart team for their 
continued service.
92.3 Alfriston Emergency Group has been very busy unblocking sump drains to prevent 
flooding. Councillors agreed to purchase a set of drain rods for the team to use and 
offered their thanks to David Lewis and Mick Woolgar who had spent a great deal of time 
on the task. AEG had a very productive meeting with Tom Lee ESCC’s Highway Steward 
and now have a system in place to respond to flooding on the C39.AEG were also very 
busy on Sunday 20th November clearing fallen trees and Riverdale and Winton Street. 
Councillors offered their thanks for all the work that AEG does on behalf of parishioners.
92.4 Flood Forum met on 7th November. John Hurwood reported that a suitable second hand 
portable pump had been identified which could be purchased so that flood water could be 
pumped from the C39 and Willows Car Park and returned to the Cuckmere. AEG have 
indicated that they would be willing to store and deploy the pump. Flood Forum are 
looking into sources of funding. The shingle will be cleared from the river mouth in 
December, Southern Water continue to pump sewage into the Cuckmere when heavy 
rains overload the drains and sewers. Cllr. Bell asked what could be done to stop this 
practice. John Hurwood advised that Southern Water is acting with the permission of the 
Environment Agency and that significant investment would be required to stop the 
overload. Cllr. Bell proposed that a letter be sent to 
bring the matter to the attention of 
Maria Caulfield, MP. The Chair invited Cllr. Bell to draft a letter on APC’s behalf, which he 
agreed to do.








AGREED
92.5 Neighbourhood Watch
92.6 Twinning Committee

92.7 Alfriston Events Team thanked APC for the new barriers. They thanked all of those who 
volunteered or came out to support Dickensian Evening despite the terrible weather. The 
fees from all of the stallholders will be donated to St Andrews. They wished APC a very 
happy Christmas. Councillors thanked the Events Team for all of their hard work and 
wished all of the Outside Bodies a happy Christmas.
92.8 Cuckmere Buses recently celebrated their 40th birthday. Cllr. Beechey attended the 
celebrations in Eastbourne and reminded parishioners that the service needs volunteer 
drivers in order to function. The Clerk will write and offer APC’s belated birthday 
congratulations and thanks.

93. Correspondence to The Clerk
93.1 Councillors granted permission for Music from the Sofa to use the A board to advertise 
their 
concert in aid of St Andrews Restoration Fund. 
93.2 The Clerk had received an email from June Goodfield stating that Caroline Adcock’s 
assertion that SAFE no longer existed and had not approved the presentation that she 
made to ESCC on 19th September was incorrect. Dr Goodfield stated that a draft of her 
presentation had been 
sent to all members of SAFE’s working group, including Caroline 
Adcock, for comments and suggestions. All had replied and agreed that the presentation 
should be made.  



The Clerk asked Councillors and Parishioners to be mindful of all of the projects and 


statutory duties that she needs to complete before she leaves her post. She therefore 


asked that the recent spate of accusatory and inflammatory emails now cease so that she 

could focus her attention on matters which will deliver real benefits to parishioners. The 

Clerk added that this in no way affected parishioners’ rights to come and address the 


Council at the monthly meetings.
94. Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Council will be held at 7.15 pm on Monday 16th January 2017 in The 
Old Chapel Centre. The meeting will be suspended after the Chairman’s Welcome to allow 
Public Questions and Reports from County and District Councillors.

Public Questions
1. Hannah Clarke asked what more APC could do to resist ESCC’s proposals to install traffic lights in the High Street. She has faith in the democratic process but has received conflicting advice from ESCC regarding engagement with stakeholders and consultation with the village once detailed designs had been drawn up. Councillors discussed whether a village meeting should be held but agreed that it was unlikely to offer any new insights into the strength of feeling of two groups of parishioners. Councillors agreed that they should wait to see ESCC’s detailed plans before considering the matter again. However Councillors did acknowledge the need to clarify ESCC’s process with regard to the engagement of stakeholders and how ESCC would consult with parishioners after the detailed design was completed. Cllr. Halliday will write to ESCC requesting clarification on these matters. ESCC’s response will be considered at the January APC meeting.
2. Sylvia Daw expressed concern at how ESCC could be held to account for their actions and their disregard for the views of parishioners. Cllr. Beechey advised that a Judicial Review was a means of holding ESCC to account and would scrutinise the process by which they had taken their decisions. He also reminded parishioners that ESCC elections would be held in May next year.
3. Graham Clarke said that he had been under the impression that, at the ESCC meeting on 19th September, Cllr Maynard had said that he would do nothing to damage the economic prosperity of the village and that he would work with any group who brought forward alternative solutions. However Cllr Maynard had made it clear that he did not want to hear any suggestions for alternative solutions. Councillors agreed that it would be helpful if Cllr Maynard would clarify his position.
4. Mrs Sillence was concerned that despite the opposition to the traffic lights expressed by both the South Downs National Park (SDNPA) and Maria Caulfield, MP there had been no consideration given to any trial of the proposed scheme. Cllr. Beechey advised that he believed that Margaret Paren, Chair of the South Downs National Park now appeared to have acquiesced to ESCC’s proposals or at the very least was sitting on the fence. Cllr. Beechey urged parishioners to write to SDNPA asking them to fulfil their duty to conserve and preserve village and its attraction as a tourist destination. 
5. Caroline Adcock believed that parishioners should be given an opportunity to vote in a referendum but agreed that this should not happen until parishioners were shown the full details of exactly what ESCC proposed to install including the position all street furniture, signs and road markings. 
6. Mr Sillence asked whether the Councillors from the ESCC meeting who indicated that they wanted to visit Alfriston had done so. Sylvia Daw believed that they had. 
Signed ……………………………………………………………..Nicholas Beechey - Chairman











16th January 2107
Appendix A
[image: image1.emf]Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

Chq No £ £

IT00077 David Arcusi - wages November

IT00078 Philip Grosse - wages November

IT00079 Martha Lawes - salary November

2,129.14        

IT00080 Norvett Electronics - Twitten lamp repairs 96.60             

IT00081 Trowell Building Services - install 2 memorial benches 115.20           

IT00082 Daniel Larkin - crown raise trees in Dene Car Park 120.00           

IT00083 Viking Direct - paper and filing crates 59.35             

IT00084 Alfriston War Memorial Hall - hall hire 22.80             

IT00085 Smith of Derby - jubilee clock service 229.20           

Total 2,772.29        

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

IT00074 First Fence - barriers 602.70           

DD EDF - Jubilee Clock electricity 78.88             

22331 Flyle Hussain - remembrance day wreath 20.00             

DD SE Water -  Pavilion 49.33             

DD EE Car Park attendants phone  24.30             

DD VAT payment Q2 2,715.58        

IT00075 Wealden District Council - Willows return Q1 & 2 21,990.92      

IT00076 Martha Lawes - reimbursement for Post Office Box annual charge 312.00           

Total 25,793.71      

GRAND TOTAL 28,566.00      

Summary of Bank Balances 21st November 2016

£

Business Current Account 2,797.91        

Business Reserve Account 30,329.42      

TOTAL 33,127.33      

Signed by: …………………………………………………………

 Councillor who countersigned the above cheques

Signed by: …………………………………………………………

Martha Lawes - Clerk & RFO

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report 21st November 2016
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