ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL
Sent via email to:
Andrew Keer Andrew.Keer@eastsussex.gov.uk 

James Vaks james.vaks@eastsussexhighways.com 

Tuesday 18th September 2018

Dear Andrew and James

I am writing on behalf of the Parish Council re a number of issues relating to the traffic light trial in Alfriston. This letter will be published openly.

Firstly, and most importantly, on Monday some Councillors witnessed two extremely close (a matter of inches) near misses when vehicles travelling northbound at speed on the green light nearly collided with vehicles attempting to turn left out of Star Lane onto the High Street. The Parish Council believes that the traffic light system, by virtue of encouraging higher speeds from those on a green light, has created a significant safety hazard at Star Lane that did not exist before the trial began. Councillors fear that it is only a matter of time before an accident occurs at this junction. We therefore ask you to halt the trial now so that this does not occur.

Councillors have also expressed concern at the lack of width in Weavers Lane, where traffic has to queue at the lights controlling the exit from Weavers Lane, and believe there is insufficient width should two moderately larger (SUV size for example) vehicles meet. Councillors are concerned that an accident will occur here, although it is likely to be less serious than if one occurs at Star Lane junction. 

Councillors have expressed their disappointment that you have produced and put into circulation your ESH questionnaire without any consultation and without even having the courtesy to provide a copy in advance to the Council. Councillors believe that once again you have produced a consultation document that is directed to achieve the answers that you want to hear, rather than giving respondees the opportunity to speak for themselves. The Council is particularly alarmed that the questionnaire is so car driver-centric in its questions (although they are equally unsurprised as that is what this traffic light system is in reality). In particular the Council believe it is wholly wrong that the only question directed at pedestrians concerns only their experience between Star Lane and Weavers Lane and completely ignores the rest of the High Street, Market Square, North Street and West Street, all of which is, on first impressions, suffering adversely as a direct result of this trial. Councillors urge you to tear up the current questionnaire and start again, and perhaps consult the Council in advance and accept any comments Councillors may have as to content. 

Once again Councillors ask that ESCC publish the objective criteria by which they will measure the success or failure of this trial. It is not an answer to this question to say that you are collating speed data, traffic count etc. That is merely an answer to the question ‘what data are you collecting’. Councillors believe that for any trial or experiment to be valid and to withstand scrutiny there should be objective baseline criteria established before the trial begins. 

Finally, could you please inform us of the locations at which you are collecting air pollution data and which are covered by camera recordings. For instance, is air pollution data being collected in Weavers Lane? It would greatly assist all of us in understanding the complete ambit of this trial. 

Yours sincerely

Victoria Rutt

Clerk and RFO to Alfriston Parish Council 

Copied to:

Cllr Nick Bennett

Cllr Stephen Shing

CC Giles York 
Maria Caulfield MP

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL – VICTORIA RUTT

11 Highfield Road, Horam, East Sussex, TN21 0ED

Telephone 01323 870212 Email alfristonpc01@btconnect.com
www.alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk

