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* 9 Options - 3 corridors

» Dual and single c/way

» Cophall roungabout grade
separation o»Vk
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THE ONLY MAP HIGHWAYS ENGLAND HAVE PRODUCED

A proposal to build an new, offline dual carriageway between Beddingham and the
Copthall Roundabout, just north of Polegate, was rejected by the Department o
Transport in 2016, as too expensive (at £450m), poor <&cmm\\ money, and bad for the
environment.

Our politicians didn't like being turned down, so have been lobbying ever since for a
recalculation. Now, they have a secret business case, looking at three potential routes,
which is under consideration again at the Department of Transport. It's longer than the
old scheme, and we estimate it will cost upwards of £650m; Higways England says its
'most-likely' range stretches to m%mmi. Now it's m%%m\mﬂc\ good value \\oﬂ money - but
we're not able to scrutinise the plans to see why. They acknowledge it will still be bad for
the environment, but talk about ‘mitigation’.

They're so determined to build this road that they're preparing to face at least one Public
Inquiry, if not two.

MORE NOISE POLLUTION

Peace and quiet in the East Sussex
weald is at risk. On the left, a map of
cungen 0E o current road and rail noise between
Lewes and Polegate.

Above 50dB, noise is irritating;
regular exposure to levels above
55dB is judged to be a health risk,
according to WHO guidelinces.
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By the way, don't think the arrival of more electric cars is going to solve this -
above 25mph an hour, the biggest noise from all vehicles comes from tyres on
tarmac.

Look at the width of the noise impact of the existing A27, a single carriageway.
Imagine the width from a new dual carriageway.

How close do you think it will come to the Arlington Reservoir ?

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE AT RISK

Above, a dramatic panorama taken from the South Downs, over the ancient weald
land - a combination of landscapes that has inspired poets, writers, lovers of wildlife,
walkers and cyclists over generations.

Once an arm of the sea, it's been farmed in much the same way since Roman times,
when it became the bread-basket for the legions than landed at Pevensey. The
wildlife, of course, goes back further, and there are over 8oo species of fauna and
flora, some in Sites of Special Scientific Interest. It's across this landscape that local
and national politicians are proposing to build an 11-mile stretch of dual carriageway,
on embankments and probably stilts, in order that drivers can save 6 minutes
travelling between the rush-hour gridlocks in Lewes and Eastbourne. It will probably
cost upwards of £65om.

PLANNING BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

A group of local MPs and councillors has been lobbying for this scheme since 2016.
They're called the A27 Reference group, and they've only released minutes of their
meetings, after pressure at public meetings in some of the villages in the paths of
the 'corridors'.

Highways England have developed a Strategic Business Case and an Options
Analysis, but have ruled they're too sensitive to be shared with the public - they
need 'safe space' to plan. A decision is due from Transport Secretary Chris Grayling
on whether or not to fund the new road before the end of 2019.

SCATE We at SCATE believe we can save Mr Grayling some time, and

some embarassing scenes at public meetings. This road is ill-
conceived; the business case has been drawn up in a manner that
is more than irregular; the attitude to very serious environmental
issues has been frankly cavalier. It will be fought at every stage,
until a proper, independent analysis which considers all modes of
transport is presented and debated.
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