ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 					Alfriston War Memorial Hall, 
Mrs Suzanna Dry						Old School House, The Tye,
								Alfriston,East Sussex, BN26 5TL
Telephone – 07936 904 743						
Email – clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                                           12th November 2024
								
All members of the Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council to be held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 18th November 2024 at 7.15pm.
Please note that a digital sound recording is made of all meetings of Alfriston Parish Council including Public Questions sessions. The recording is not for publication and is only used to aid accurate minute taking.
              	S.C. Dry
Mrs Suzanna Dry - Clerk 
__________________________________________________________________________________
AGENDA
133. Chairman’s Welcome
134. Public Questions 

135. Apologies for absence

136. Update from MP  

137. Update from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex County Council 

138. Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council 

139. Declaration of interest

140. Minutes
To agree as a true record the minutes of the APC monthly meeting held on 21st October 2024.

       141. Finance
       To approve the Statement of Finances for November 2024.   (Appendix A)

142.  Coffeehouse Conversations
Update on  next coffeehouse conversation – topic to be Environment & Transport.

143.  East Sussex Association of Local Councils (ESALC) Conference – 4th November 2024.
Feedback from conference – Clerk & Cllr Daw.

144. Urban Grass Cutting 
To decide on the level of Urban Grass Cutting carried out by East Sussex County Council in 2025/26.    (Appendix B).

145. Government Consultation on Remote Meetings & Proxy Voting.
To decide on APC’s response to the consultation.
(Appendix C).
146.  Update on Abbeyfield House, Sheltered Housing, North Street.

147. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Rabagliati
- Update on Post Box – Clerk to report back.

148. Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Daw 
To discuss and decide on the price of allotments for Jan 2026.
Report back on signs for each allotment gate -  Clerk to update.

149. Report on Public Transport – Cllr Harris

150. Report on Environment & Countryside – Cllr Harris 

151. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson 

152. Report on Tye –  Cllr Spring  
       Update on options to grit footpath on The Tye this winter – Clerk to report back.
 
153. Report from Planning Committee – Cllr Watkins   
	
       153.1 Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting:

      Ref. No:  SDNP/24/04384/LDE The Bakehouse, Whiteway, BN26 5TS
      Confirmation of the commencement of works, consisting of: Phase 1 works completed –        
      refurbishment of the existing cottage (formally known as Burnt Cottage); Phase 2 works – 
      proposed two extension and associated landscaping works, these have not been 
      completed.

      Ref. No:  SDNP/24/04542/DCOND  The Old Vicarage, West Street, BN26 5UY.
      Discharge of Condition 3 (Materials) for SDNP/24/01901/HOUS and SDNP/24/01902/LIS.

       153.2 Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA
       Ref. No:  SDNP/24/03402/HOUS – Ticehurst, West St, BN26 5UX – Approved.
       Ref. No:   SDNP/24/02440/FUL – Former Allotments, North St. - Awaiting Decision.  
       SDNPA working with applicant on alterations to the application taking into account ESCC 
       Highways objection.

       153.3 Enforcement updates from SDNPA -  None.


       154. Reports from Outside Bodies
        	154.1 Heartstart					
154.2 Alfriston Emergency Group
154.3 Flood Forum
154.4 Neighbourhood Watch
154.5 Twinning Committee  (Appendix D)	
154.6 St Andrew’s Church 
154.7 Clergy House    
154.8 Cuckmere Buses
154.9 Alfriston War Memorial Hall 
154.10 Speedwatch 
154.11 Events  - Live Nativity Update.
	             -  May 8th 2025,  80th Anniversary of victory in Europe.
  
   

 155. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the council.

  
Xmas Tree on Market Square – Update on APC’s request to ESCC Highways Dept.


156. Public Questions


 157. Date of next meeting –  the next meeting will be held on Monday 20th January 2025 in the    
         AWMH at 7:15pm.


Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website.




Appendix A – Statement of Finances November 2024
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Appendix B – Urban Grass Cutting by ESCC

See below
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Appendix C

From: ESALC 
Sent: 28 October 2024 10:15
To:  
Subject: Consultation – Enabling remote attendance and proxy voting at council meetings

Dear Clerk 
 
Please see details of a consultation shared in yesterday’s Local Government Bulletin below:

Consultation – Enabling remote attendance and proxy voting at council meetings
Today (24 October), the Deputy Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Angela Rayner MP, announced in her speech to the Local Government Association Annual Conference and Exhibition 2024, the launch of a government consultation on enabling remote attendance and proxy voting at council meetings.
This consultation seeks views on the detail and practical implications of allowing remote and hybrid attendance at council meetings. It also tests views on the possible introduction of proxy voting for those occasions when an elected member, due to personal circumstances, may be unable to attend even remotely. For example, during maternity, paternity or adoption leave.
Responses are invited from local authority elected members, all types and tiers of authorities, and local authority sector representative organisations. We are also particularly keen to hear from those members of the public who have point of view based on their interest in accessing local democracy in their area or standing as a candidate for local government at any tier to represent their local community at some future point.
The consultation will close on 19 December 2024.


Appendix D
Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association 

The lunch so kindly cooked by two of our members was a friendly event, with plenty of conversation as we ate delicious home-made Soupe à L’oignon Gratinée followed by a dessert with Caramel de Pommes Dieppoise. Thank you to our hosts. Looking at the programme of events, it’s clear that tasty treats come high in our list of entertainment!
This year’s Christmas Party will be an afternoon event:-
“Les Treize Desserts” – “Thirteen Desserts“
The tradition of Les Treize Desserts de Noël goes back several centuries, with the ingredients of the thirteen dishes varying from village to village, and even from home to home. 
Sunday 1st December 3:30pm to 6pm
Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston

Then in the New Year, enjoy a chat and sample the delicious baking of our very own ACVTA Twinning Star Bakers at the traditional Epiphany 
Fête des Rois
Sunday 5th January 2025
4pm - 6pm
The Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston.

Another date for your diary is:- 
Chandeleur (Pancake Day) and the AGM
Sunday 2nd March 2025
Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston

New members are always welcome, Robert Morrison is our membership secretary:
rmorri1847@aol.com Tel: 01323 84376
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From:   Contracts Management Group    Sent:   16 October 2024 10:03   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Subject:   Urban Grass Cutting Option 2025     Dear Alfriston Parish Council,   I am writing in relation to the urban grass cutting service for 2025.     East Sussex County Council (ESCC) is continuing  to offer the same options as last year and would be grateful if you could let us know which option your Council  would like to choose for the 2025 season.   Options   Option 1  -   Standard:  Two cuts over the course of a year to be carried out by ESCC at no cost to the Town  Council.     Urban grass will be managed for safety purposes only.       Option 2  –   Extra cuts:  Town Councils may fund an additional four cuts to be carried out by ESCC, totalling six cuts  (two standard and four extra) over the course of the year.     This would cost the Town Council a total of £888.16 for  the year.   Option 3  –   Self delivery:   Town Councils take on responsibility to deliver all urban grass cutting in their area.     This  must include a minimum of two cuts over the course of the year.     ESCC will not carry out any urban grass cutting in  the area.     ESCC would pay the Town Council the   sum of £444.08 to cover the 2 cuts they would have been providing  in other options.    It should be noted that any contractor employed must be suitably competent and qualified to work safely on the  highway, evidence of which must be supplied to ESCC. We also request an agreement to be signed between ESCC  and the Town Council if you opt to se lf - deliver.     Further details are available in the attached document.    Cost Changes   As stated in last year’s option email we will be gradually increasing the cost of the grass cutting over the next 5  years to reflect the increased cost of the grass cutting service to the County Council.     The below table states the  cost increase over the n ext 4 years. The top line of the table states how much it costs ESCC to undertake the  works, the middle line is what we will be charging local authorities per SQM and the bottom line is what we will be  charging Alfriston Parish Council per cut for the next   4 years. Please note this is worst - case scenario where inflation  runs at 5%.   Please note these figures are based on the forecast SQM area for your Town/Parish for 2025.     These figures are  subject to change once the maps have been finalised at the beginning of each year.     

 2025 - 26  2026 - 27  2027 - 28  2028 - 29  

 £  £  £  £  

Cost to ESCC (forecast assuming 5% inflation)  0.063  0.066  0.069  0.073  

Charge out rate (30% increase per annum  initially to catch  up with actual cost)  0.041  0.053  0.069  0.073  

Per Cut -   Alfriston  £222.06  £287.05  £373.70  £395.37  

Grass Cutting Maps   You can now access the current  grass cutting maps online here . Please note these maps are subject to change until  all updates from this year have been finalised in January.    I would be grateful if you could indicate which option your Council would like to choose by  29 th   November  2024 .     Please be aware that if we have not heard back by this date, we will default to Option 1  –   two standard  cuts.      
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Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

BACS

November Payroll (inc. national pay rise back-dated to Apr)

£2,145.50

BACS Hailsham Roadways - Tye Rd Edging £27,966.95

Total: £30,112.45

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

106 CARD £11.99

107 BACS £768.00

108 BACS Oct Payroll £1,778.60

109 DD Bank Charges £20.00

110 DD O2 Phone Bill (office mobile) £15.64

111 BACS Latitude (e-mail & website) £107.85

112 BACS £768.00

113 BACS Mulberry Local Authority Services (Interim Audit) £181.98

114 BACS Inland Revenue HMRC - Tax & NI Oct £317.87

115 BACS Nest Pension  - staff pension Oct £152.88

116 BACS AWMH - hall hire £80.00

117 BACS Interbiz - payroll services £24.88

118 BACS Biff - wheelie bins £254.59

Total:

£4,482.28

Summary of Bank Balances as of 11th Nov. 2024  

Business Current Account £32,235.40

Business Savings Account £39,356.11

TOTAL: £71,591.51

Signed by:

S.C. Dry

Suzanna Dry - Clerk & RFO  

£71,591.51

Councillor who checked the invoices for the above payments:  …...............................

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report  11th Nov 2024

Barcombe Landscapes (grass cutting Sept-Oct)



Barcombe Landscapes (grass cutting Jul-Aug )

HP Instant Ink (printer ink)

RESERVE INFORMATION FOR 2024/25  

Project  Closing  Balance    Budget  24/25  Expenditure  Income  Balance  Notes  

General  Reserves  £10,401.11    £4,763.07  £15,164.18   

Tye Rd  Surface  £20,000.00  £5,000.00  £723.70   £24,276.30  £172.88  spent on  paint,  £350.92 pot  hole repairs,  £199.90 pot  hole repairs  

Playground  £763.07    £500.00  £1,263.07     £0.00  £1263.07  moved to  General  Reserves, as  agreed *  

NDP  £500.00      £500.00   £0.00  £500  moved   to General  Reserves as  agreed. *  

High St  Traffic Plan  £10,000.00  £5,000.00  £3,000.00   £12,000.00  £3,000.00  moved to  General  Reserves as  agreed*  

Election  Costs   £500.00    £500.00   

CIL money     £502.07    £502.07   

Total  £42,166.25  £ 11,000.00      £52 , 442.55   

       

  * As agreed in June’s Finance Meeting.  


