ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 			              		        Alfriston War Memorial Hall, 
Mrs Suzanna Dry						           Old School House, The Tye,
								    Alfriston,East Sussex, BN26 5TL
Telephone – 07936 904 743						
Email – clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                                                            22nd April 2025
								
All members of the Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council to be held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 28th April 2025 at 7.15pm.
Please note that a digital sound recording is made of all meetings of Alfriston Parish Council including Public Questions sessions. The recording is not for publication and used only to aid accurate minute taking.
              	S.C. Dry
Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA  – Clerk & RFO_______________________________________________
AGENDA
245. Chairman’s Welcome

246. Public Questions 


247. Apologies for absence


248. Declaration of interest

249. Minutes
To agree as a true record the minutes of the APC monthly meeting held on 17th March 2025.

      
       250. Finance
       250.1  To approve the Statement of Finances for April 2025.   (Appendix A)
       250.2  To approve Section 1 of the Annual Return for 2024/25 (available after Internal Audit in April)
       250.3  To approve Section 2 of the Annual Return for 2024/25 (available after Internal Audit in April)
       250.4  To confirm sight and approval of the Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25. (As above)
       250.5  To confirm sight and approval of the Year End Internal Audit Report 2024/25. (As above).


219.  APC Mail Box
To discuss options going forward.  Clerk’s report to follow.


219.  APC Events
V.E. Day Afternoon Tea  -  Sunday 4th May.  Update from Cllr Daw.
Cuckmere Valley Sustainable Event  -  Date TBC.  Update from Cllr Spring.
       Car Boot Sale for W.I. -  change of date and name of group.
       
       221. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Embry
Traffic Calming Roadworks  -  Update

222. Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Daw 
Allotment Footpaths


223.  Report on Public Transport – Cllr Harris
        

224. Report on Environment & Countryside – Cllr Harris 
Update on repairs to River Footpath


225. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson . 
Report and Update on Emergency Plan & Traffic Calming Measures .  (Appendix B )


226. Report on Tye –  Cllr Spring.
Update on Damaged Bollard.


227. Report from Planning Committee – Cllr Watkins   
       
       227.1 Applications considered by APC Planning Committee since last meeting:
       Ref. No:  SDNP/25/00973/NA -  Pyewacket, 19 Deans Rd, Alfriston, BN26 5XJ.  No Objection
       Non material amendment – change in cladding material and construction of recycling store.
       

       227.2 Applications notified or awaiting decision from SDNPA
       None notified.
       
       227.3 Enforcement updates from SDNPA -  None


       228. Reports from Outside Bodies
        	228.1 Heartstart					
228.2 Alfriston Emergency Group
228.3 Flood Forum
228.4 Neighbourhood Watch
228.5 Twinning Committee  (Appendix C )
228.6 St Andrew’s Church 
228.7 Clergy House    
228.8 Alfriston War Memorial Hall 
228.9 Speedwatch 
228.10 Events      

  
229. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the Council.
Wedding Catering Vans & Disabled Parking – 1st August 2025  (Appendix D )


230. Public Questions


232. Date of next meeting –  to be held on Monday 19th May 2025 in the AWMH at 7:15pm.


Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website.


Appendix A  -  Statement of Finances for April 2025
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Appendix B  -  Strategic Planning Report  Cllr Parkinson

Strategic Planning Portfolio: Monthly Update April 2025.     Neil Parkinson.

· I have been addressing 2 issues as part of this portfolio: an emergency response plan for the parish and, in the absence of a Highways portfolio holder, liaising with ESCC regarding the implementation of the traffic management proposals.

Emergency Response Plan
· Alongside this report I am circulating a public draft of the emergency response plan for the village. (see separate attachment). This is for use in an extreme emergency, for example when life is threatened, there is a need for an evacuation, or when emergency services cannot be contacted or reach the village.
1) In the draft, the phone number to call in an emergency is blacked out as I still do not have access to the existing number, or a supplier for a replacement number. This needs to be resolved before the plan is actioned.
2) I suggest that we create a greatly condensed version of this document to put on a leaflet to send to households (possibly alongside the Cuckmere News?). I will do this once the main document is completed.

· Please send any feedback to me at strategicplanning@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
· All the contact information in the document is already publicly available. Relevant private contact details and offers of help will be held confidentially by APC and only passed on in an emergency.
· As previously, APC continues to request 1) help from those with relevant resources, and  2) anyone especially vulnerable in an emergency to let us know if they wish to go on a priority list which may be shared with emergency services.

Offers of village resources – for accommodation, coordination, or practical support (eg hardware or specialist skills) would be very welcome. Please contact the Clerk if you are an individual or a business who can help.

ESCC Traffic Proposals
· ESCC have a target start date for the works of 22 April (the Tuesday after Easter) and have notified residents of this.
· Cllr Embry has now taken on the Highways portfolio (welcome!) and will be able to update the meeting on how the works have progressed.

See separate attachment for Draft Emergency Response Plan.


Appendix C  -  Twinning Committee Report

Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association
 
It was pleasant to meet other members for a social stroll along Seaford seafront in April. There was much speculation about what might be planned for our official twinning visit to Veules-les-Roses later in May! 
In April, new twinners were kindly invited to Angela’s house for a new members event, where they were welcomed by our Secretary, Angela and Chair, Virginia. Homemade canelés and cakes were enjoyed, and it was a good opportunity for members to meet each other and learn more about the twinning. Some people practised the language with a new member who is French, Angela showed information about Veules-les-Roses and the annual Linen Festival, and some twinners took home sachets of flax seed kindly given by Veules members on a previous visit. There were photos and books to look at, including of previous events, and ‘then and now’ photographs of Veules-les-Roses. 
We are delighted that the twinning is going from strength to strength!

REMINDER- Membership fees are more-than-due! If you’ve not yet paid, please would you do so now. Thank-you!

We have members in a wide area of the Cuckmere Valley, Alfriston and Seaford.
New members are always welcome, and there is no need to speak French, or to have a huge house- just come along and say hello! 
Robert Morrison is our membership secretary: rmorri1847@aol.com 


Appendix D  -  Requests for Permission from the Council

From: Katy Edwards 
Sent: 05 April 2025 21:26
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
Subject: Vehicle access for wedding 

Good Evening,

We are getting married in Alfriston on the 1st August 2025. We are using the village hall for our wedding reception therefore have had to source caterers. We have 3 separate food vans which will need access to the village hall throughout the day - this will all be at different stages of the day therefore only one van will be on the tye at one time. 

Please could you let me know if this is okay and if I need to do anything else regarding this? 

We also have two disabled guests attending the ceremony which is going to be held in the church. Is it possible for them to park by the church on the hard standing just for the duration of the ceremony?

Many Thanks,
Katy & Phil 
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Project 

Opening 

Balance Apr 

2025

Budget 

25/26

Current 

Balance

General Reserves 18,143.62 £5,000.00 £23,143.62 As per Clerk's & Internal Auditor's recommendation

Tye Rd surface 1438.32 £500.00 £1,938.32

Replenish budget line

Playground 0 £500.00 £500.00 Replenish budget line

NDP 0 £500.00 £500.00 Replenish budget line

High St Traffic Plan  12,000 £0.00 £12,000.00

Election costs 2027 500 £500.00 £1,000.00   APC to decide to put £500 from general reserves into Election costs

CIL money  0 £0.00 0

TOTAL  32081.94 £7,000.00 £39,081.94



RESERVE INFORMATION FOR 2025/26



Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

SLCC Membership - reimburse S.Dry Subscriptions BACS £240.00

Total: £240.00  

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

179 Castle Water - Pavilion Pavilion Water BACS 15.35

180 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink CARD 16.99

181 March Payroll Payroll BACS 1887.84

182 NALC Cllr Training - Embry New Cllr Training CARD 16.00

183 NALC Training - Clerk Training CARD 16.00

184 Allotment Overpayment  H. Parkinson Allotments BACS 10.00

185

Mileage  Clerk

BACS 55.35

186 Inland Revenue - HMRC Tax & NI Mar 2025 BACS 363.14

 

187 Nest Pension Employee Pension BACS 164.15

188 Daniel Larkin Tree Surgery Tree Works BACS 420.00

189 Bank Chargnes Bank DD 20.00

APR

1 O2 Phone Bill Mobile DD 15.60

2 MDC Exports Ltd Dog Poo Bags CARD 51.02

3 Interbix Payroll Services BACS 25.20

4 AWMH Rent of Hall BACS 32.00

5 Tesco Annual Assembly & stationery CARD 73.35

6 April Payroll Payroll BACS 1808.62

7 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink CARD 17.99

8 Castle Water - Pavilion Pavilion Water BACS 18.93

9 Tansleys Printers Allotment Signs BACS 118.80

Total: 5146.33

Summary of Bank Balances as of 22nd April 2025  

Business Current Account 2,058.25

Business Savings Account 28,166.04

TOTAL: 30,224.29

Signed by:

S.C. Dry

Suzanna Dry - Clerk & RFO    

Councillor who checked the invoices for the above payments:  …....................

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report  22nd April 2025


