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Draft  

Minutes of The Annual Parish Assembly held in Alfriston War Memorial 

Hall on Monday 14th April 2025 at 7.15pm. 

 
 
 
Present:  Cllr Diana Monteath-Wilson, Cllr Jen Watkins, Cllr Sylvia Daw, Cllr Rebecca Embry, Cllr Adrian 
Harris, Cllr Jon Spring. 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Neil Parkinson, Cllr David Greaves (WDC) 
 
In Attendance: 
Mrs Suzanna Dry – Clerk & RFO 
Approximately 24  members of the public in attendance.  
 
 
1.   Welcome by the Chair, Cllr Diana Monteath-Wilson 
 
Cllr Monteath-Wilson welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for attending the Annual Parish 
Assembly and pointed out that refreshments were available. 
 
 
2.  Minutes from the Annual Parish Assembly held on 22nd April 2024 and Matters Arising. 
 
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 
 
 
3.  Report from James MacCleary MP 
 
James MacCleary was unable to attend the meeting and sent his apologies.   The Clerk read out a summary 
of James MacCleary’s report, which is attached as Appendix A. 
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4.  Report from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex County Council 
 
Cllr Shing presented his report to the meeting, a copy is attached to the minutes. Appendix B. 
 
 
 
5.  Report from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council 
 
Cllr Greaves was unable to attend the meeting, a summary of his report was read out and the full report  is 
attached as Appendix C. 
 
 
 
5.1  Report from WDC on Parking Regulations. 
 
Wealden District Council’s Director of Governance & Corporate Services sent a report on parking issues 
faced by Wealden residents.   Copy of report attached.  Appendix D. 
 
WDC have no authority to enforce parking regulations.  Parking in Wealden has not been decriminalised 
and therefore enforcement remains with the police. ESCC is the authority that would be responsible for 
decriminalising parking controls, however as ESCC is looking to change to a Unitary Authority it is unlikely 
any decisions will be taken until the Unitary Authority is set up. 
 
 
 
6.  Presentation from Sussex Police Neighbourhood Policing Team – Opportunity to discuss illegal 
parking. 
 
PCSO’s Sue & Leon took a Q&A session from the floor: 
 
There are 3 teams of 6 PCSO’s to cover the whole of the Wealden area.  Alfriston will shortly be allocated a 
designated PCSO who will liaise with the Parish Council.  There always used to be a dedicated PCSO but due 
to government cutbacks the PCSO service was severely cut back.  New PCSO’s have now been recruited. 
 
PCSO’s will attend reports of dangerously parked vehicles or vehicles blocking access for emergency 
services, but it may take some time to attend due to the whereabouts of PCSCO’s in Wealden.    
 
Residents affected by parking issues should report them to Operation Crackdown on 
www.operationcrackdown.org or call 101.   Residents need to report incidents so that they get logged and 
can be flagged up.     At the moment there are no parking issues logged on the system for Alfriston.  The 
PCSO’s reiterated the importance of residents reporting incidents to Operation Crackdown or 101, so that a 
true picture of the situation is recorded.    Then our allocated PCSO can pick this up. 
 
 
 
7.  Presentation from Cityfibre re Forthcoming work in the village 
 
Adrian Smith and Tom Foy from Cityfibre gave a slide presentation to the meeting on the upcoming works 
Cityfibre are due to carry out in Alfriston.    This is part of ‘Project Gigabit’ which is being funded by the 
Government to provide access to fast broadband in hard to reach areas in the UK.   Cityfibre will use 
existing infrastructure where possible, although there will be some digging and temporary traffic lights \ 
road closures.   Once installed Cityfibre hand over to individual companies to provide the broadband i.e. 
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Sky, Lightening Fibre etc.   Citiyfibre will remain in contact with APC and are happy to hold another 
presentation once works start. Works are due to start October at the earliest.     Residents can go to 
www.cityfibre.com to see where they are providing broadband. 
 
The presenters then answered Q&A’s: 
 
Road Closures – these will be organised by ESCC Highways. 
Grass Verges – those that have been dug up will be repaired in batches. 
Victorian Paviers – Cityfibre are liaising with ESCC about preserving these.  Plan to dig in the road as 
opposed to pavements. 
Shops\residences with Cellars  -  please do contact Cityfibre direct with details. 
Telegraph Poles – will not be removed, as these will be used as part of the existing infrastructure. 
Other Providers digging up road again  -  there is no guarantee this won’t happen, but the government are 
funding this project as otherwise it would not be economically viable therefore unlikely another provider 
would take on the cost of the project. 
New ducts will be installed in the High Street – these will be open access ducts i.e. any other provider can 
access these and therefore no need to dig new ones. 
Complaints  -  any complaints about Cityfibre work should be sent to ESCC Highways Dept. 
 
 
8.  Public Questions 
 
There were no further questions from the public. 
 
 
 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and advised refreshments were available. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
 
 

Appendices are either attached or can be found on the website  

 

http://www.cityfibre.com/
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Appendix A  -  Report from James MacCleary MP 
 
At long last the sun has ventured out as our county emerges from winter! Whilst the weather 
gives us reason to feel optimistic, it remains a deeply concerning time. The Chancellor’s disastrous 
tax changes are taking effect as I write, and the world is starting to feel the impact of President 
Trump torpedoing the global economy.   
  
Early Education and Childcare  
  
As Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Early Education and Childcare, I was delighted to 
convene MPs from across the political spectrum last week for an important session on the future 
of childcare. We heard from the National Day Nurseries Association, leading experts and 
providers, discussing how to better support nurseries and early years settings across the country. 
It’s more important than ever that we investigate how to support these services, as the increase in 
national insurance contributions puts more pressure than ever on small community childcare 
services.   
One of the best parts about being the local MP, has been visiting all our fantastic local schools, in 
the last month going to Firle Primary, Harbour Primary in Newhaven and Western Road Primary in 
Lewes. Our teachers do a fantastic job in challenging circumstances at times. At Western Road, I 
joined parents campaigning against cuts to staffing. I’m pleased to say that these cuts have been 
avoided - for now. At every visit topics like SEN provision are discussed and I will continue to 
challenge the government to do better and support our schools to ensure children receive the 
education they deserve.  
 
2. The Spring Statement  
The Spring Statement showed that, while the Government inherited a dire economic situation 
from the Conservatives, it is now making things worse. The Chancellor says she has “no choice” – 
but slashing support for the poorest instead of ensuring multinational companies pay their taxes 
or securing a deal with the EU to boost economic growth is a choice. I spoke to ITV about my 
concerns after the statement.    
With the NIC’s rise coming into effect this month, every business, school, charity, care home, 
doctors’ surgery… that I have met, is telling me that this is a disastrous policy. It was of no shock to 
learn that the estimated hit to people’s wages locally will be of £2810 by the end of the decade as 
the jobs tax gets passed down to employees. I spoke about this recently in the chamber.   
   
3. Rail Travel and Gatwick Concerns  
Last week I took formal action on two key transport issues affecting our area. Following my Early 
Day Motion on the increased cost of rail fares, I wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport to 
raise my concerns and to press for measures to ensure rail travel remains affordable – particularly 
for young people, older passengers, and those on lower incomes.   
I’ve also written to the Department regarding Gatwick Airport’s proposed expansion, seeking 
clarity on how this will impact rail services in the South East as our routes into London are already 
heavily congested. I’ve requested assurances that steps will be taken to prevent disruption for 
passengers and protect our local rail infrastructure.   
My team has also been working with Govia Thameslink seeking to restore a London Bridge train to 
the timetable as well as other changes such as improving late night journeys in the week.    
 
Foreign Affairs and Europe  
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I recently contributed to a debate in the House on the UK's relationship with the European Union. 
I used the opportunity to set out the benefits of closer cooperation and the need for a more 
constructive, forward-looking approach especially now that we cannot rely on our American 
counterparts on trade.  
I also spoke during an urgent statement in the Commons on the deteriorating situation in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, am keeping a keen eye on the democratic crisis in Georgia and Israel’s war in 
Palestine.    
 
Politics South East  
I was invited on to BBC Politics South East last week, which was broadcast on Sunday. We 
discussed a range of topics from potholes to home education. I know that numerous parents 
around the constituency are extremely concerned by the government’s plans for home education 
and potholes is an area that we all know too well.   
 
Meeting with National Highways  
I recently met with the National Highways Agency to discuss a range of topics, including litter on 
the A26 and A27. The issue of littering on these roads continues to blight our countryside and puts 
us to shame. Lewes District Council are unable to clear rubbish as it requires a road closure for 
them to do so safely, which would not be feasible given the importance of the route. They have 
agreed to proactively communicate with LDC any dates where they will be doing work or 
expecting any closures so that rubbish can be cleared at the same time, avoiding extra closures.    
We also discussed their plan to replace and repair bollards and signage on the A26 between 
Beddingham and Newhaven. I will be pressing them for a clear timetable on this.  
 
Broadband and Fibre Optic rollout  
High speed internet access is essential for many local businesses and residents in rural areas in the 
21st Century, which is why I am appalled at the slow roll out across our patch of Sussex. I have 
written to Department for Innovation Science and Technology as well as Building Digital UK to 
seek reassurances that our villages will not be left behind when it comes to high speed internet.  
   
 
Appendix B  - Report from Cllr David Greaves WDC 



 

6 

 
 

 



 

7 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

 
  

 



 

9 

 
 



 

10 

 



 

11 

 
 



 

12 



 

13 

 

 
 



 

14 

 
 
Appendix D  -  Report from WDC Director of Governance & Corporate Services 
 
Wealden District Council is aware of various parking issues affecting residents across the district 
and continues to discuss each issue with the local ward members. 
 
As a district council, Wealden has no authority to enforce parking regulations. The current position 
is that car parking within the Wealden district area has not been decriminalised. At present the 
enforcement for on street parking sits with the police and we understand that the police will take 
enforcement action in situations where parking is dangerous. 
 
The issue of decriminalisation of car parking is a complex one - however ESCC is the authority 
which is ultimately responsible for decriminalising parking controls not Wealden District Council. 
The Alliance is open to working with ESCC and our communities to ensure that any approach taken 
is the right one, not just for the council, but critically for our residents and communities. 
 
Following confirmation from the Government that East Sussex is in the priority programme for 
devolution and local government reorganisation, the focus for Wealden is to continue to work 
closely with our partners, including ESCC, to achieve the best outcomes for our residents as a 
whole.  
 
On the issue of decriminalisation, it is important to note that once parking controls are 
decriminalised in an administrative area, it must apply to the whole area.  It therefore follows that 
once these powers are vested on the new unitary authority, they will apply to the whole area, 
including where there is currently no decriminalisation. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kristina  
 
Kristina Shaw-Hamilton | Director of Governance and Corporate Services | Wealden District 
Council 
 


