ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 			              		                   Alfriston War Memorial Hall, 
Mrs Suzanna Dry						                      Old School House, The Tye,
								               Alfriston,East Sussex, BN26 5TL
Telephone – 07936 904 743						
Email – clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                                                  Tuesday 13th January 2026
								
All members of the Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council to be held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.15pm.
Please note that a digital sound recording is made of all meetings of Alfriston Parish Council including Public Questions sessions. The recording is not for publication and used only to aid accurate minute taking.

              	S.C. Dry
Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA  – Clerk & RFO_______________________________________________
AGENDA
233. Chair’s Welcome
234. Public Questions 

235. Apologies for absence

       236. Update from MP.  (Appendix A) 

237. Update from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex County Council 

238. Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council 

239. Declaration of interest

       240. Minutes
To agree as a true record the minutes of the APC November meeting held on 17th November 2025.

       241. Finance
       To approve the Statement of Finances for January 2026.   (Appendix B) 
       Update on Recommendations from Internal Auditors Report –  Clerk’s report attached.  (Appendix C) 

       242.  Monthly Report from PCSO 

       243.  Coffeehouse Conversation -  
       Update from November’s Coffeehouse.
       To decide on date and topic for next Coffeehouse.

       244.  Grass Cutting 2026-28
       To review and agree new grass cutting quotes for 2026-28.   Quotes and Clerks report attached.      
       (Appendix D).
     
      245.  AWMH Committee  
      To discuss and agree APC Cllr to sit on AWMH Committee.   (Appendix E).

      246.  Local Government Reorganisation Consultation.
      To confirm sight of and APC’s response to the consultation.   (Appendix F).

      247.  To discuss access to Communications when Clerk is on leave.

      248. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Embry
      Update on CityFibre road closures and diversion routes.
      Behaviour towards AEG & APC volunteers
      Update from SLR meeting with ESCC Highways in January.
   
      249.  Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Rabagliati
      Allotment Deposits  -  to discuss the new requirement for deposits as of January 2026.
      Renewal of Allotment Gate Permission – to review and agree renewal of gate permission for a further 
      12 months to Mr Bickers.    (Appendix G) 
      Vacant Plots – making good for re-letting.

      250.  Report on Public Transport & Environment – Cllr Harris
        
      251. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson .   

      252. Report on Tye –  Cllr Spring. 
     
      The recent chill has meant that we have had to grit the paths a few times recently. So far a little salt is 
      going a long way and keeping the paths safer.

      2. Sunken Road Repair
      I am very hopeful that City Fibre are going to do this repair for us free of charge as a good will gesture to   
      the village in part for the disruption they have brought with them.
      I have had an email saying that they plan to do this works in January which if so is good news.

     If they do the repair for us I am asking that the money allocated for the repair go to installing/ replacing    
     the bollards.

     3. City Fibre on the Tye.
     City Fibre want to get infrastructure across the Tye  to both the Church and Village Hall.

     The council will need to give permission for this which involves works of approximately one day to dig  
     across the grass. 

     Tom from City Fibre will give more details to us nearer the time. However it should not be too disruptive 
     or damaging. January is also the time to do it as the grass is not growing. 

    4. Yellow Lines
     I have taken delivery of some more paint.
    As soon as the weather is right I will get the remaining lines painted on the turning circle.

    Update on Bins, following meeting with WDC Waste Management Dept. – Clerk.


      253. Reports from Outside Bodies
        	253.1   Heartstart					
253.2   Alfriston Emergency Group
253.3   Flood Forum
253.4   Neighbourhood Watch 
              253.5   Twinning Committee       (Appendix H) 
              253.6   St Andrew’s Church    
              253.7   Clergy House    
              253.8   Alfriston War Memorial Hall 
              253.9   Speedwatch 
              253.10 Events
      

     254. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the Council.
     AWMH Disabled Parking – request to consider disabled parking outside hall.  (Appendix I) 

     A Board Poster  -  Eras & Heroes Poster for Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association, 1-14th    
     February.  (Appendix J).

     255. Public Questions

     256. Date of next meeting –  to be held on Monday 16th February 2026 in AWMH 7.15pm.

     257.  Password Procedure on APC e-mails accounts.
     257.1   To resolve that Agenda Item No. 257 is to be discussed in confidence, and the press and public be 
     excluded in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
     Act 1960, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
     
     257.2    To discuss and review password procedure on APC e-mail accounts as requested by Cllr Spring.
     Nathan Pope of Latitude, who are APC’s website and E-mail provider, will be in attendance to answer   
     technical questions.


Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website.











































APPENDIX A  -   MP’S Report
[image: MP's report for December 2025]






APPENDIX B  -  January Finance Report

[image: APC Finance Report for Jan 2026]

[image: Details of general reserves and earmarked reserves for 2025/26 as of Nov 2025.]




APPENDIX C  -  Update on Recommendations from Internal Auditor’s Report

[image: Clerk's report on internal auditor's recommendations]



APPENDIX D  -  Grass Cutting 2026-28

[image: Clerk's report on grass cutting for 2026-28]


APPENDIX E  -   AWMH Committee

From: Adrian Butcher
Sent: 26 November 2025 12:10
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
Subject: AWMH Committee Member
 
Dear Suzanna
 
After Sylvia's departure I was wondering whether any councillor had shown willing to sit on our general committee to represent the APC? We meet just 4 times a year, and it's just a way of improving communication between the various user groups of the War Memorial Hall.
 
Best wishes,
 
Adrian
 
Adrian Butcher
Chair AWMH Management Committee 
 

APPENDIX F  -   Local Government Reorganisation Consultation
From:  Clerk     Dated:  25.11.25   12.54pm
Dear Subscriber,

The government have issued a public consultation on the options for Local Government Reorganisation in Sussex.  Please ensure you have your say using the following link.  Deadline for comments is 11th January 2026.
https://mcusercontent.com/e3f52207777897b3397e690b8/files/93bc4c05-2546-5d56-5ffb-3662f888c0a7/NEW_PUBLIC_CONSULTATION_ON_LOCAL_GOVERNMENT_REORGANISATION_IN_SUSSEX.01.pdf
Kind Regards
Suzanna
Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA     Clerk and RFO 

APPENDIX G  -  Renewal Allotment Gate Permission for Bickers.
[image: Letter to resident re allotment gate]


APPENDIX H -   Twinning Committee
[image: Twinning Association update]
[image: Twinning association poster for Eeras & Heroes disco]



APPENDIX I   -   Request for Disable Parking at AWMH

Dear Chair & Cllrs,

Please see below correspondence and my reply, regarding disabled parking and the AWMH.
I will bring this up at the Jan meeting, for Cllrs to discuss.

All the best and speak soon.

Suzanna

Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA
Clerk and RFO
Please note that I work flexible part time hours.

-----Original Message-----
From: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
<clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk>
Sent: 04 December 2025 13:55    To: 'Lisa Kearney   Subject: Parking outside AWMH

Dear Lisa,

Thank you for your below e-mail.

I can confirm that the parking space outside the AWMH is to be used for loading\unloading or drop off only by prior arrangement with the hall, and cannot be used for disabled parking.  I will however forward your e-mail to all Cllrs for their consideration.

With kind regards

Suzanna
Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA
Clerk and RFO
Please note that I work flexible part time hours.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lisa Kearney     Sent: 27 November 2025 18:31
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk     Subject: Parking

Dear Mrs Dry

I write regarding the disabled parking bays located near the “mine” not far from St Andrew’s Church and The Village Hall.

My father has attended exercise classes at The Village Hall run by Stephanie Wadlow on Wednesday mornings making use of a disabled bay and has managed to walk to The Hall to participate in these classes.

Unfortunately, due to his ailing health and later years he is now not able to walk from the disabled bay without the support of his crutches and has not been able to participate in these classes.
My reason for writing to you is that it would be extremely helpful, not just for my father but for other disabled people and those who find it difficult to walk to The Village Hall and, indeed, St Andrew’s Church, to create disabled parking spaces actually outside The Village Hall which is currently grassed over.

My father lives on his own since my mother passed away some two years ago and this class was a way for him to connect with the community.

Others also cannot easily use the hall or the Church facilities due to the current location of the disabled parking bays.

Yours sincerely  
Lisa Kearney




APPENDIX J   -   Request for A Board Poster


Dear Mrs Day

May I ask on behalf of The Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association (ACVTA) if it would be possible to put the attached poster on display in the noticeboard in the village square and, indeed, in any other locations?   (See Appendix H – Eras & Heroes Poster).

We have been very grateful for being allowed to advertise past events as we don’t rely on advertising only on social media. Cllr Stephen Rabagliati was very helpful when I supplied him with a poster for a previous event which he kindly put on the noticeboard in the village square.

I understand that there is a Parish Council meeting in the near future and hope that our request will be met positively. If there is agreement, I would appreciate knowing when I can deliver a poster or posters to the appropriate person to display it/them.

Thank you in advance.

Kind regards

Angela Morrison
Secretary
ACVTA
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Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

January Payroll Staff Costs BACS £2,074.08 

Clerk's Mileage Expenses Admin BACS £82.80

Total: £2,156.88  

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

117 Business Stream - Pavilion Waste Water Pavilion 56.82

118 Barcombe Landscapes Ltd Grass cutting Grass 2184.00

119 Interbiz Payroll Services Admin 30.00

120 Daniel Larkin Tree Surgery Treework from Survey Village Main. 640.00

121 AWMH Rent of Hall Rent 48.00

122 Balfour Beatty for ESCC Xmas Tree Licence Village Amenity 65.00

123

Tansley Printers Emergency Plan leaflets Village Main.

115.00

124 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink Admin 16.49  

125 Tesco - Printer Paper Printer Paper Admin 9.80

126 December Payroll Staff Costs Staff 2074.08

127 Tesco - Stamps Stamp books Admin 13.76

128 Currys

  (credit of £200 rec'd 3.12.25)

HP Laptop Admin 599.99

129 O2 Phone Bill APC Mobile Phone Admin 16.76

130 Wealden District Council

Parish Conference x 

2delegates Courses  60.00

131 Inland Revenue - HMRC Tax & N.I. Nov payment Staff 503.35

132 Interbiz Payroll Services Admin 25.20

133 Nest Pensions Employee Pension Staff 187.95

134 AWMH Rent of Hall Rent 52.00 

135 Smith of Derby Village Clock Maintenance Village clock 346.80  

136 Travis Perkins Salt for degritting Village Main. 25.08

137 Latitude E-mail & Website Admin 198.00

138 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink Admin 32.99

139

January Payroll Staff Costs Staff

2074.28

140 Wealden D.C. Bin Collections Qtr 3 Bins 720.00  

141 Inland Revenue - HMRC Tax & NI Dec Payroll Staff 503.15

142 Meon Ltd Linepaint for Tye Rd Tye 212.98

143 The Star Chair's thank you to Cllrs Chairs Allowance 51.66

144 Nest Pensions  Employee Pension Staff 187.95

145 O2 Phone Bill APC Mobile Phone Admin 16.76

146 Ignenio Technologies APC Laptop set-up Admin 194.40

147 Interbiz Payroll Services Admin 25.20

148 AWMH Rent of Hall Rent 16.00

TOTAL: 11303.45

Summary of Bank Balances as of  8th January 2026  

Business Current Account 5,751.23

Business Savings Account 47,147.86

TOTAL: 52,899.09

Signed by:

S.C. Dry

Suzanna Dry - Clerk & RFO    

 

Councillor who checked the invoices for the above payments:  …....................the above payments: …...................

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report  8th January 2026
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RESERVE INFORMATION FOR 2025/26

Opening
Balonce Apr | Budget New
Project 2025 | %5/% |Balence |Expenditure | Income _jment Balonce
General Reserves | 18,143.62 | £5,000.00 |£23 14362 £130000 iZl,w,ﬁZ| Apr Finance meeting - agreed to put £1300.00 underspend in last yr's budget into earmarked reserves
Tye Rdsurace 143832 | £50000 |£193832 £1,93832
Playground 0 £50000 | £50000 £40000 | £900.00 £400.00 from underspend in last year's budget.
NOP 0 £50000 | £500 £500
High StTraffic Plan | 12,000 £000  [£12,000.00 £12,000.00
Election costs 2027 500 £500.00 | £100000 £50000 | £1,50000 £500.00 from underspend in last year's budget.
Alotments 0 £000 | £0.00 £40000 | £400.00 £400.00 from underspend in last year's budget.
ClL money 0 £000 | 000 £0.00
TOTAL 3208194 | £7,000.00 [£39,081.94| £1,2300.00 | £1,300.00 | £39,08L%4
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ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL         Date:       8 th   January 2026   Report Subject:   Action required   on Internal Auditors Recommendations   –   Oct 2025   By:       Suzanna Dry, Clerk & RFO       The purpose of this report is to   report back to Cllrs regarding the recommendations made by our Internal  Auditor in the Interim Internal Audit  Report   in October 2025.     Recommendations Made: -     A SSERTION   10  –   D IGITAL & DATA COMPLIANCE   The Council has a Privacy Notice in place and I recommend it is moved to the home page .     This has already been done.     Ensure  the Council’s website is compliant to WCAG2.2 requirements , which is  now  a requirement for the  2025 - 26 Annual Accounts.     WCAG 2.2 deals  mainly with the  accessibility  of our website.    Over the last couple of months  I have  liaised  closely with Nathan Pop e at  Latitude who provide our website .   Latitude carried out a n automated   WCAG  compliance service   to confirm areas of concern   this   raised  issues with image s   displayed on the sit e   and   accessibility of documents  uploaded .   It is also a requirement to have an Accessibility Statement   on the site.    All these issues have now been rectified   with work carried out by Latitude and the Clerk  .     Going forwards all  documents uploaded to the website will be  checked for accessibility requirements by the Clerk.     I am pleased to advise that the APC website is now fully WCAG2.2 compliant   and has an Accessibility  Statement in place .     BACS PAYMENTS   -    I recommend that the Council investigates whether Santander can offer an account with  the facility for two - person authorisation of BACS payments.     Unity Trust Bank can offer this facility.     I have now spoken with our Business Banking Manager at Santander   and unfortunately they confirm that  Santander cannot offer this.            Unity Trust Bank   –   Very few banks do offer this  facility ,  but  as pointed out by our Auditor  Unity Trust Bank do .   Unity Trust   have been set up especially with local councils in mind.      I have made initial enquiries and they can  offer two - person authorisation of BACS payments.  This would mean  that the other signatories i.e. Chair  or   Vice Chair  would need to  log onto the online banking system and authorise a BACS run  once a week.       HAVING A SEPARATE ACCOUNT FOR ALLOTMENT DEPOSITS       Santander cannot offer us an additional savings account.   Unity Trust Bank can offer several  savings accounts.       A CTIONS     Do Cllrs wish  the Clerk  to pursue details of changing our bank accounts from Santander to Unity Bank Trust ?    


image5.emf
ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL         Date:                   8 th   January 2026   Report Subject:   Quote s for  Grass Cutting 2026 - 28   By:       Suzanna Dry, Clerk & RFO       The purpose of this report is  to give Cllrs information in order to consider  and decide on  a  new grass cutting cont ract to run from Spring 2026  to the end of 2028.       Background     For the last three years   Barcombe Landscapes  ha ve carried out  grass cutting of both  The Tye  and  t he Recreation Ground .    This contract ended in November 2025.     In  September  I   requested a quote from Barcome  to provide   the next  three ye ars   grass  cutting on the same sp ecification.      At the same time I also asked t wo other local  contractors to quote for the work .  After liaising with  other Parish Councils   for  recomm endations I asked  both M ilhams and  ID Verde  who came highly recommended.     After  chasing several times, neither Milhams or IDVerde pro vided a quote.     The quote received from Barcombe  compares favourably to the previous  3 ye ars , as detailed  below:                 Recreation Ground   Tye     Cost in 2023  –   2025   (per cut)         £100.00   £60.00     New quote for 2026  - 2028     (per cut)       £100.00   £70.00       Recommendation     That APC agre e to  accept  Barcombe Landscapes  quote   at a total cost of £3,06.00 + vat  for  grass cutting of both The Tye and Recreation Ground from Spring 2026 to Nov. 2028.        
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    ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL       Mr Stephen Bickers   Address Redacted           17 th   February 2025               Dear Mr Bickers,     Further to the Parish Council meeting in January,  it was agreed by Councillors   to give permission  for you to use the new gate that you have installed on the boundary of your property and the  allotm ents ,   in order to access the allotments.     This permission is  given on a 12 month basis , commencing January 2025  and on the proviso that  you remain  the property owner  and  an allotment holder for the duration of the term.     At the end of  the 12 months, the Parish Council will re - assess the situation   and advise if permission for a further  12 month period is granted.     We hope you continue to enjoy  your  allotment in the coming year.     With kind regards       Suzanna       Mrs Suzanna Dry   CiLCA   Clerk to Alfriston Parish Council                 CLERK TO THE COUNCIL  –   Mrs Suzanna Dry   CiLCA   Alfriston War Memorial Hall, Old School House, The Tye, Alfriston, BN26 5TL   Telephone 07936 904 743 Email   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk    
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Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association       Our next event  will brighten up  the   February  Valentines  weekend  –   Pop or Rock, Mods , Goths or  Hippies, whatever your scene or subculture, whoever your  icons are,  get yourself tickets for  our     Eras & Heroes Disco   S aturday 14 th   February   2026,  7:30pm   War Memorial Hall , Alfriston   Era - inspired  Cocktails & Bar   Members and non - members welcome , with fancy dress if you wish!     Tickets £10 at: -    acvtainfo@gmail.com     It will be a busy few weeks, as the disco is f ollowed by: -   Seaford Seafront Stroll   Wednesday 25 th   February 2026, 10am   Meet at Buckle car park,   Seaford. N on members welcome   and   Annual General Meeting   Followed by teas and chat   Sunday 8 th   March 2026 4  –   6pm   Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston     We have members in the Cuckmere Valley, Alfriston and Seaford.   New members are always  welcome, and there is no need to speak French, or to have a huge house -   just come along and say  hello!    For all enquiries, including contacting our membership secretary Ro bert Morrison , please note our  new email address  acvtainfo@gmail.com          
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