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Minutes of a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC), held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.15pm
__________________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Cllr J Watkins 			Cllr N Parkinson
Cllr R Embry			Cllr S Rabagliati	
Cllr A Harris			Cllr J Spring
					
In attendance:
Mrs Suzanna Dry – Parish Clerk & RFO
There were approximately 4 members of the public present.

183 . Chair’s Welcome
In Cllr Monteath-Wilson’s absence, Cllr Watkins Chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone.

184. Public Questions 
There were no public questions.

185. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Monteath-Wilson.

186. Update from MP
James MacCleary’s report was read out at the meeting and a copy attached to the minutes. (Appendix A).

187.  Update from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex Council
No report from Cllr Shing.  This will be circulated once received.

188.  Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council
Cllr Greaves presented his report to the meeting.  A copy is attached to the minutes.  (Appendix B).
John Hurwood of the Flood Forum, asked Cllr Greaves about available grants.   The Clerk will send John Hurwood details of the Councillor Ward Budget Scheme grants that are currently available, as detailed in Cllr Greaves October report   Action Point 1.   Cllr Spring will liaise with Wealden for any other grant opportunities. Action Point 2.

189 . Declaration of interest
Cllr Watkins declared an interest as she is a member of AEG & Heartstart.   Cllr Parkinson declared he has an interest in allotments.

190. Minutes
Cllr Harris proposed and Cllr Embry seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the APC Monthly meeting held on 20th October 2025, were a true and accurate record. It was unanimously RESOLVED  that the Chair duly sign the minutes as an accurate record.    

191.  Finance
To approve the Statement of Finances for November 2025 as attached to the Agenda.   Cllr Spring proposed & Cllr Parkinson seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  

192.  Coffeehouse Conversation -  Saturday 22nd November.
The next Coffeehouse Conversation will be held on Saturday 22nd November, 11.00am in the Old Chapel Centre.   Cllr Harris and Cllr Parkinson are leading on this.    Cllr Parkinson has produced a poster and the Clerk was asked to send this out via Mailchimp and put on the website, noticeboard and A board in Market Square.  Action Point 3.  Cllr Parkinson will put together a slide presentation and circulate to Cllrs for comment.  Action Point 4.

193.  Monthly Report from PCSO
No report from PCSO Isaac Wood.  This will be circulated once received.

194.  Internal Interim Audit
The full report was circulated to Cllrs and attached to the Agenda, a copy is also available on the website.  It was unanimously AGREED that the Internal Interim Audit Report had been reviewed and approved.  The report showed no areas of concern.   There were three recommendations made and the Clerk confirmed these are all in-hand.  Cllr Harris thanked the Clerk for her work in ensuring all documents were available for inspection during the audit.  Cllr Spring raised a concern that Cllrs cannot change the password on their council e-mail address.  The Clerk will pick this up with Latitude who manage APC e-mail addresses.  Action Point 5.

195.  Urban Grass Cutting Service 2026/27
It was unanimously AGREED to continue with two cuts per year being carried out by ESCC, at no cost to APC

196.  New Lease Agreement for Allotments
Cllrs reviewed the new lease agreement which includes a one-off deposit being held.   Cllr Harris proposed and Cllr Rabagliati seconded a motion to use the amended agreement going forwards.  This was unanimously RESOLVED .   A copy is attached to the minutes.  (Appendix C).  The Clerk was asked to send the new agreement out with renewals for January 2026. Action Point 6.

197.  To Ratify decision on APC Christmas Tree
Cllrs ratified the decision made by APC to agree to Alfriston Businesses sponsoring the Christmas Tree this year.  And for APC to apply for and pay for the temporary licence required from ESCC Highways.  The Clerk explained to the meeting that this decision had been made as it could not wait until the November meeting due to time constraints on applying for a licence.

198.  Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Embry
Road markings  -  As per the discussion at last month’s meeting, I have raised a query with the Road Safety team at ESCC regarding the necessity to reinstate the central line road markings on the southern approach to the village. I have chased them, but am yet to have an update. Ref 24001397.
Mileage Signpost  -  The mileage signpost on the way out of the village towards Seaford has still not been replaced. However, I have chased this and been advised that it is on the Highways book of work, and will be replaced soon (ref SIG02303). There is also a temporary Give Way sign at Frog Firle that is due to be replaced.
East Sussex Highways Stakeholder Event  - Our Clerk and I attended the East Sussex Highways Parish Council Engagement Event on Thursday 23rd October. The focus was on ESH and Balfour Beatty (the contractor who carries out roadworks) explaining their processes. This was a really useful event, and it is very clear that strong communications and relationship building is now a big priority. I am optimistic that this collaborative approach will lead to real improvements.  Following the meeting, I raised several points with Sam Crowhurst our Customer Service Manager at Highways.
The first one was in relation to the issues we experienced with CityFibre’s poor communication. I asked her to share Network Management’s process for granting licences to third parties. An online session has been arranged to cover this topic on Thursday 20th November, which will hopefully shed more light on this topic. In this area, enforcement seems to be problematic, but I was able to get confirmation from Karl Taylor the Assistant Director, Transport & Operations at ESCC, that it is the County Council who are responsible for ensuring companies adhere to the process, therefore any concerns should rightly be raised to them.
The second item was in relation to the Beachy Head Marathon. I passed on some concerns that had been raised to me regarding the road closures, in terms of execution and safety. Following on from my point above, it is the CC’s responsibility to investigate these issues. I am awaiting feedback on this.

The third item was in regard to traffic issues, specifically HGVs continuing to incorrectly use the village as a cut through. She directed me to raise this with the Road Safety team, which I have done. I’ve asked if additional signage can be erected at the relevant points on the A27 and in Seaford, and that all satnav systems are up to date.

Cllr Rabagliati commented that he is unsure that google maps has been updated to 20 mph for the village. Myself and the Clerk believe this was actioned by Claire Scriven (Balfour Beatty) a number of months ago, but I will check this, and follow up accordingly if this has not been done.   Action Point 7.

CityFibre Roadworks  -  Following multiple discussions between ESH and Cityfibre, the decision was made to cancel the scheduled works that involve road closures for the remainder of 2025. CityFibre will be holding a 4 hour drop in session open to the public in mid-December, where they will be able to provide residents with a clearer understanding of the works, and where any concerns and questions can be addressed.
The rescheduled works involving road closures are due to take place in January until mid-February, with the village as a whole due to be signed off for completion by the end of March.
We have asked to be included in discussions surrounding the Traffic Management Plan, so we can advise on the best routes to be used for diversions etc. We will share details with residents and traders of the plan once it has been finalised, and will provide the date of the CityFibre session once we have it.
The final point I would like to mention is regarding Business Open as Usual signs. Following discussions with Sam Crowhurst, she has confirmed that Network Management will now erect these signs for ALL roadworks that impact our village, without the need for us prompting or using our own signs held by AEG. We will monitor this closely in the next round of road closures.

199.  Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Rabagliati
I had a very helpful handover on site with the Clerk in October.   And am now carrying out the weekly playground inspections and liaising with residents who have expressed an interest in taking on an allotment.  In the new year we will look at starting yearly inspections of the cricket pavilion and will liaise with the Clerk on this.  Action Point 8.
200 . Report on Public Transport & Environment – Cllr Harris
Public Transport  -  First an apology, in my report on the meeting with Cuckmere Buses, I stated that they ran 24 minibuses. They have pointed out that the true figure is 8. This has been corrected in the minutes. Incidentally, there will be an item about Cuckmere Buses in the next edition of the Cuckmere News.
The Environment  -  Despite some periods of heavy rain, coinciding with very high Spring Tides, the Cuckmere has remained within its bank throughout the period.
Two trees that had been obstructing the footpath that runs down beside the campsite have been removed. On the same footpath I had noticed, and reported, a large tree that had partially fallen across the path and was only held up by a somewhat smaller tree. I am pleased to report that about three days later I came across three cheery foresters form East Sussex CC who had just finished the job of clearing the offending tree.
John Hurwood and I attended a day long event organised by Lewes Town Council, looking back 25 years to the flooding in Lewes in 2000. There were approximately 16 speakers, all excellent, looking back at the event, the causes, the actions taken then, the lessons learnt, and looking to future actions and reactions. The flooding in 2000 was the result of 8”, 200mm, of rain falling on 280 square miles of already saturated ground over a period of three days – all of which had to escape through the centre of Lewes. The key message that came through was that whilst some actions can be taken, and works done, to reduce the risk, Lewes will flood again – it has done so every 30 years on average since 1878.  Thus planning and communication for flooding is essential -i.e an Emergency Plan. So credit to Councillor  Parkinson and his team for the timely revision and production of our own Emergency Plan.
201.  Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson 
The Emergency Plan leaflet has now been distributed to all households in the village, and my thanks to all the volunteers who helped get this done.   

The Emergency Planning Officer at ESCC has responded to the Emergency Plan giving some very positive feedback and would like to meet to discuss what WDC/ESCC would do in an emergency, and how we can align our plans.  Cllr Parkinson will liaise and set a date.    AEG will be invited to attend.  Action Point 9.

202. Report on The Tye  -  Cllr Spring
I was going to get renewed quotes for the dip in the Tye Rd, but will now need to wait and see when the Cityfibre roadworks will take place in the village.  Once we have a schedule of work from Cityfibre, I will source quotes.

Yellow Lines on The Tye  -  we have run out of paint.  The Clerk was asked to re-order 2 pots of paint, which should be enough to finish the job.  Action Point 10.

Gritting  -  Cllr Spring is happy to continue with co-ordinating volunteers and carrying out gritting of The Tye Footpaths over the winter., as per last year.  The Chair and Cllrs thanked Cllr Spring.


203  . Reports from Outside Bodies
203.1 Heartstart  -  Cllr Watkins reported that our village first responder will be able to go out alone once their training is completed after Christmas.  Very pleased to advise the Eastbourne group was awarded the Kings Award for Voluntary Service.  A huge congratulations to them.					
203.2 Alfriston Emergency Group   -  No report.

203.3 Flood Forum  -  John Hurwood reported he had attended a meeting of the Flood Forum today.  It was mentioned that APC had not paid their subscription.   The Clerk was not aware of any outstanding fees but will look into this and let John Hurwood know.  Action Point 11.     He was able to ask the E.A. representative if there will be a spare pump that can be used in Alfriston this year, they will let him know.  A multi-agency hydrological study is going to be carried out of the Cuckmere basin, looking at how to improve flooding.  The Flood Forum have asked to be kept updated.  There is currently no issue with shingle at the mouth of the river.   The National Trust have put in a planning application to SDNPA for work at Chyngton Brooks (south of the A259 at Cuckmere Haven) with a decision due in February.  This can be seen on the SDNPA website.  Seaford Town Council have agreed to it.   The E.A. are of the opinion this will help flooding issues upstream.

203.4 Neighbourhood Watch  - No report.  Although monthly reports continue to go out through the Neighbourhood Watch e-mail listing.

203.5 Twinning Committee  -  Report attached.  (Appendix D).
	
203.6 St Andrew’s Church -  No report.

203.7 Clergy House  -  No report.
  
203.8 Alfriston War Memorial Hall  - No report.

203.9 Speedwatch -  Cllr Rabagliati reported that 18 sessions have now been carried out since re-starting, with 70 speeding offences caught on camera and reported to the Police, who will follow up with letters to the offenders.  Currently liaising with the Police Administrator about other sites we can use.  It has been a successful month and my thanks go to our enthusiastic team of approximately 18 volunteers.  The Chair thanked Cllr Rabagliati for overseeing Speedwatch.

203.10 Events  - No report.

204. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the council.
Christmas Crafts & Fayre, Sat 13th December  -  (Appendix D on the Agenda).  Request for an A Board Poster from 29th Nov to 13th Dec.  Cllrs unanimously AGREED.   Action Point 12.
Rude Mechanical Theatre  -  (Appendix D on the Agenda).  Request for permission to perform on The Tye on Sunday 26th July 2026.  Cllrs unanimously AGREED.  Cllrs unanimously AGREED, subject to the usual Risk Assessment and Public Liability Insurance being in place.   Action Point 13.
UK Ultra South Downs Run – Sat 6th December  --  Out of courtesy organisers have advised APC the run will go through the village.  They confirm noise will be kept to a minimum and Marshalls will be made aware that runners do not have priority over pedestrians.

205. Public Questions
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.26pm and opened the floor to public questions.  The meeting was then re-opened at 8.30pm.

206. Date of next meeting –  The next monthly meeting will be held on Monday 19th January 2025 in the AWMH at 7:15pm
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.32pm
Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website







Appendix A  - Report from James MacCleary MP
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Appendix B  -  Monthly Report from Cllr David Greaves WDC
[image: East Sussex County Cllrs report in text, for November 2025.]

Appendix C  -  Allotment Agreement
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Appendix D  -  Twinning Report
[image: Text from Twinning Association's report for November.]
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James MacCleary MP report November 2025
Blood Tests in Lewes

Iam pleased to announce that the ICB and Foundry Healthcare have restored Phiebotomy
services for patients in Lewes. This will come as a elief to community members who had to
travel to Brighton or Haywards Heath for routine tests. | would like to extend my sincerest
gratitude to the ICB for listening to residents' concerns and acting to restore this vital service.

Remembrance Services

Throughout this Remembrance period, | have had the honour of laying wreaths and attending
Remembrance Services in Lewes, Ringmer and Polegate. | was also able to place a
Remembrance Cross in Parliament's Garden of Remembrance on behalf of all of those who
made the ultimate sacrifice. | offer my heartfelt thanks to all those involved in organising these
services.

Newhaven South By-Elec

Early in October, | was happy to see Liberal Democrat Councillor Sarah Hale elected in
Newhaven South with a 61% vote share in the Town Council by-election. This victory exemplifies
the rejection of Reform UK’s divisive politics across our constituency. | am proud of our local
community's choice to elect a Councillor who will work hard for residents, and to local
volunteers who made this victory possible.

Local Government Reform

Iam proud of how our local Town and Parish councils rallied to resist Brighton & Hove’s
proposals to take over Newhaven, Kingston and the C7 villages. This proposal would have been
devastating for our local communities and services. | now expect the Secretary of State to
decide on final proposals on reorganising our local councils and services this month, which will
then go to a final consultation ahead of new legislation being made next year. | will continue to
push for an outcome which keeps our communities as one united East Sussex. | have
repeatedly raised this sentiment with the relevant Ministers team and will share any updates |
receive.

Broadband and Mobile Network Coverage

Throughout my summer tour, frustrations about local fibre optic broadband and mobile network
coverage were palpable. Having written to Ministers about this issue across our communities, |
am now seeking a meeting with the CEO of Building Digital UK, the organisation responsible for
the fibre optic rollout across the country to challenge them on their plans.

Ialso recently met with a major mobile network provider to hear and raise my concerns with
them on their future network plans for our area. It was a constructive meeting and I will update
residents on this progress as more news follows.
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Banking Hubs

Following the closure of our last remaining full-service banks in towns like Lewes and Seaford,
our communities are left abandoned by big banks. These closures demonstrate the willingness
of big banks to push people online, making life harder for those who need local, in-person
support the most.

These closures are why | am working with local councillors to protect access to cash and
essential services through campaigning for banking hubs in Lewes, Seaford and Newhaven.
These centres compile services from big banks to allow residents and traders to withdraw and
deposit cash, get banking advice, and speak to staff face-to-face.

Such hubs have already proved successful in nearby Hailsham, aiding small towns and high
streets. We are urging the relevant councils to work with LINK, the UK’s main ATM network to
make these hubs a reality.
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Report  –   Alfriston   PC  -   Mon day  17 th   Novem ber   2025     1.     South East Water   -    3 rd   November drought update   -   cor r espondence   Following my previous email on 22 October regarding the water supply situation in Sussex, I’m writing to  provide you with an update on the latest situation.    Recent rainfall has had a very positive impact on the  water level within Ardingly Reservoir, which has increased by five per cent in the last couple of weeks.   While this is extremely welcome and has provided some relief to the concerns we had around future  water supplies in the area, we are mindful there is a long way to go until reservoir levels are where we  need them to be to guarantee water supplies next year     It's raining, why is there still a hosepipe ban?   This year has been exceptional.   We’ve had the driest spring in England since 1893, the hottest summer  on record, four heatwaves, but most importantly, a significant lack of rainfall. This has had an impact on  our water resources, and the rivers we take water from were running low. This m eant we implemented  hosepipe restrictions for household (domestic) customers in Kent and Sussex on 18 July.       On 17 October we went one step further and enforced more restrictions for customers in Sussex due to  the severity of the situation. This meant all   exemptions that were previously in place were removed,  except for ones that are for health and safety purposes.   These restrictions remain in place.   Although the recent rainfall has had a positive impact, we are mindful we need more than 80 per cent  of long term average rainfall over the winter months to fully replenish Ardingly Reservoir and other  water resources. While we’re expecting more rainfall during the beginning of November, later this  month it could be drier.     We are therefore continuing to closely monitor the situation regarding hosepipe restrictions and are  keeping the position under constant review.   We will let all our customers and stakeholders know, as  soon as there are any changes to restrictions     Drought applications   Throughout this period of dry weather, we have been following our  Drought Plan   to ensure water  supplies are conserved for both our customers and the environment.    As  a result we have applied for a  number of Drought Permits and Drought Orders during the past few months.     Drought Permit   We have recently been granted a   Drought Permit   for Ardingly Reservoir. The permit allows us to reduce  the amount we release from the reservoir into the Shell Brook (the stream) and refill it earlier from the  Upper Ouse, if river flows are high enough.       Drought Order for the River Ouse   On Friday 10 October we applied to the Secretary of State for a  Drought Order   for the River  Ouse   following a consultation period.   We are still awaiting an outcome as to whether this has been  granted. If it is granted, it means we can reduce the amount of water we need to leave in the Lower  Ouse, the part of the river below where we take water from to treat and pump to your taps.   We have  worked closely with Defra, the Environment Agency and Natural England on the application.     Non - Essential Use Ban (NEUB) Drought Order   On Friday 24 October we applied for a   Non Essential Use Ban Drought order .   The application  consultation closed on Friday 31 October. Similarly to the Drought Order, this is now being considered by  the Secretary of State.   The application, if granted and then implemented, will affect non household and  business customers in our Sussex region only.   Although we have applied for a Non Essential Use Ban, it  is important to note, there is no guarantee it will be granted or needed. This application is a precaution  at this stage  
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ALFRISTON   PARISH   COUNCIL  

ALFRISTON ALLOTMENT GARDENS 

An AGREEMENT dated (……………………)  between ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL (‘The 

Council’) and ……………………………………………………………….. (The Tenant) 

of………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                      

whereby The Council grants to The Tenant an annual tenancy to occupy the Allotment 

Garden numbered Plot No.(……………..)  in the Register of Allotment Gardens held by the 

Council and containing a half plot/ full plot (delete accordingly) at the yearly rent of 

£………….. payable annually in advance, commencing on the Ist January in each year, 

 

The tenancy is subject to the Allotments Acts 1908 – 1950 and also to the following 

conditions:- 

 

A.   The   rent   shall   be   paid   forthwith   and   thereafter   is   due   on   1 st   January   of   each   year.  

 

B.   The   Tenant   shall   : -   1.   pay   a   one - off   refundable   deposit   of   £   …………..   on   signing   this   Agreement    (See   Appendix   A   for   details.)   2.   Keep   the   Plot   in   a   good   state   of   cultivation   and   fertility   and   in   good   general   condition;   3.   Keep   the   edges   if   the   Plot   trimmed   and   in   a   good   state   of   repair,   including   any   fences   or   gates.   4.   Keep   any   hedges,   bushes   or   trees   on   the   Plot   pruned   and   under   control.   5.   Store   any   chemicals   necessary   for   gardening   purposes   on   site   in   their   manufacturers’   containers.    All   chemicals   must   be   locked   away   and   out   of   the   reach   of   children.   Manufacturers’   instructions   regarding   safety,   storage,   mixing,   disposal   and   use   must   be   followed   at   all   times.    The   Council   recommends   that   Organic   alternatives   should   be   used   whenever   possible   in   preference   to   chemicals.         C.   The   Tenant   shall   not: -   1.   Allow   any   part   of   the   Plot   to   become   overgrown   with,   in   particular,   weeds,   grass   or   brambles.    

2.

 

Cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment garden, 

or obstruct any path set out by the Council for the use of the occupiers of the 

Allotment Gardens. 

3.   Light   fires   on   the   Plot .   4.   Plant   trees   on   t he   Plot,   without   the   prior   written   consent   of   The   Council.   5.   Erect   any   building   or   pond   on   t he   Plot,   without   the   prior   written   consent   of   The   Council.   In   the   event   that   such   consent   is   granted,   it   shall   be   the   sole  
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1.   responsibility   of   The   Tenant   to   obtain   a ny   and   all   necessary   Statutory   Consents   and   to   comply   with   any   Statutory   requirements ,   including   planning   permission   from   South   Downs   Na t ional   Park .   It   will   be   a   condition   precedent   that   the   Council   sees   and   approves   all   necessary   consents   and   requirements.     Evidence   of   suitable   public   liability   insurance   cover   for   the   shed   must   be   shown   to   the   Council.    Consent   shall   not   be   refused   under   this   sub - paragraph   to   the   erection   of   any   building   reasonably   necessary   for   the   purpose   of   keeping   hens   or   rabbits.    The   number   of   hens   permitted   is   6   per   household.    Any   buildings   shall   be   removed   by   t he   Tenant   on   the   termination   of   this   Agreement,   unless   otherwise   agreed   in   writing   by   The   Council.   2.   Erect   any   fencing   on   the   plot.   3.   Bring   any   rubble,   hardcore,   stones,   gravel   or   other   non - organic   material   onto   t he   Plot.   4.   Use   any   materials   other   than   black   plastic   or   cardboard   for   ground   cover   for   the   suppression   of   weeds .   For   the   avoidance   of   doubt,   the   use   of   carpet   is   not   allowed   for   this   purpose.   5.   U nderlet,   assign   or   part   with   the   possession   of   t he   Plot.     A.     Any   member   or   officer   of   the   Council   shall   be   entitled   at   any   time   when   directed   by   the   Council   to   enter   and   inspect   the   Plot .   B.   If ,   in   the   opinion   of   the   Council,   The   Tenant   is   in   breach   of   any   of   the   terms   of   this   Agreement,   a   Notice   will   be   served   on   The   Tenant   requiring   rectification   of   the   breach   within   three   months,   failing   which   the   Agreement   will   automatically   terminate   at   the   end   of   the   Notice   period.   C.   This   Agreement   may   be   terminated   by   the   Council   by   re - entry   after   one   month’s   notice   if   the   rent   is   in   arrears   for   not   less   than   40   days   or   if   the   Tenant   is   not   duly   observing   the   rules   within   the   Tenancy   Agreement.   D.   This   Agreement   may   otherwise   be   terminated   by   either   party   by   the   service   of   not   less   than   three   months   notice,   to   expire   on   31 st   December   in   any   year.   E.   On   termination   of   this   Agreement,   by   whatever   means,   the   Council   shall   be   entitled   to   recover   from   the   Tenant   compensation   in   respect   of   any   breach   of   the   Agreement   by   The   Tenant ,   The   amount   of   any   compensation   recoverable   shall   be   the   cost   of   making   good   the   breach.    

 

Signed:…………………………………..    Date:………………………….. 

  Tenant. 

Signed:………………………………….   

   

 Date:……………………………   

  Parish Clerk, on behalf of The Council 
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Appendix A  -  Allotment Deposit Policy  1. Purpose  

This policy sets out the requirements and procedures for holding a one-off refundable 

deposit relating to an allotment plot, ensuring clarity, fairness, and consistency in how 

deposits are collected, managed, and refunded. 

2. Scope  

This policy applies to all individuals who have an allotment plot with Alfriston Parish Council. 

It covers the terms of deposit payment, refund conditions, forfeiture, and related 

administrative processes. 

3. Deposit Requirement      As   from   January   2026,   a   one - off   refundable   deposit   is   required   for   each   allotment   plot.        The   amount   of   deposit   for   a   full   plot   is   £50.00,   for   a   half   plot   £30.00   and   for   a   quarter   plot   £20.00.      The   deposit   must   be   paid   in   full   at   the   January   2026   renewal   or   when   a   new   lease   agreement   is   taken   out.      No   allotment   plot   will   be   allocated   without   the   receipt   of   the   required   deposit.   4. Payment Method      Deposits   may   be   paid   via   bank   transfer,   cheque,   or   cash.      Receipts   will   be   issued   for   all   deposit   payments   and   a   record   kept   on   file.   5. Holding of Deposits      Deposit   monies   will   be   held   by   The   Council   in   a   separate   bank   account,   for   allotment   deposits   only.   6. Refunds      The   deposit   is   refundable   upon   termination   of   the   allotment   tenancy,   subject   to   Clause   G   above.      Refund   requests   must   be   submitted   in   writing   within   30   days   of   vacating   the   plot.      Refunds   will   be   processed   within   28   days   of   receiving   a   valid   request.      Any   outstanding   fees   or   charges   will   be   deducted   from   the   deposit   before   refunding.   7. Forfeiture of Deposit      The   deposit   may   be   partially   or   wholly   forfeited   if   the   tenant   fails   to   comply   with   allotment   rules,   causes   damage,   or   leaves   the   plot   in   an   unsatisfactory   condition.      Decisions   on   forfeiture   will   be   made   at   the   discretion   of   the   Parish   Council   and   communicated   in   writing.  
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8 . Policy Review  

This policy will be reviewed annually and updated as necessary to ensure it remains fair and 

effective. 

10. Contact Information  

For enquiries regarding the allotment deposit policy, please contact the Clerk (contact 

details below). 

      CLERK   TO   THE   COUNCIL   –   Mrs   Suzanna   Dry   CiLCA  

Alfriston War Memorial Hall, Old School House, The Tye, Alfriston, BN26 5TL 

Telephone 07936 904 743 Email clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

                                                                                                    Reviewed and Adopted:  Nov 2025             
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Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association       A group of us enjoyed a stroll along Seaford seafront in October, continuing our chatting with a  coffee at the sailing club. Then we met again at the very successful Quiz and Pudding night  -   so many  tickets were sold in advance that we had to move to a lar ger venue!   Our next event is in December : -   Members’ Christmas Event   Friday 12 th   December 2025, 7pm   Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston   Cash Only.   Raffle and Bar     Then we start 2026 with delicious traditional Epiphany gateaux made by our skilled bakers : -   F ê te des Rois   Sunday 11 th   January 2026, 4  -   6pm   Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston   Teas,   c ash  donations   always welcome .    Followed by: -   Seaford Seafront Stroll   Wednesday 25 th   February 2026, 10am   Meet at Buckle car park, non members welcome   and   Annual General Meeting   Followed by teas and chat   Sunday 8 th   March 2026 4  –   6pm   Old Chapel Centre, Alfriston     We have members in the Cuckmere Valley, Alfriston and Seaford.   New members are always  welcome, and there is no need to speak French, or to have a huge house -   just come along and say  hello!    Robert Morrison is our membership secretary:   rmorri1847@aol.com      


