ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 			              		                          Alfriston War Memorial Hall, 
Mrs Suzanna Dry						                            Old School House, The Tye,
								                     Alfriston,East Sussex, BN26 5TL
Telephone – 07936 904 743						
Email – clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                                                                            14th April 2026
								
All members of the Parish Council are summoned to a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council to be held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 20th April 2025 at 7.15pm.
Please note that a digital sound recording is made of all meetings of Alfriston Parish Council including Public Questions sessions. The recording is not for publication and used only to aid accurate minute taking.
              	S.C. Dry
Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA  – Clerk & RFO_______________________________________________
AGENDA
       336. Chairman’s Welcome
337. Public Questions 

338. Apologies for absence

339. Update from MP

340. Update from Cllr Stephen Shing  -  East Sussex County Council

341.  Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council

342. Declaration of interest

343. Minutes
To agree as a true record the minutes of the APC monthly meeting held on 16th March 2025.

       344. Finance
       344.1  To approve the Statement of Finances for April 2026.   (Appendix A)

       345.  Update on Changing  Banks  -  Clerk

       346.  Update on Moving  to .GOV.UK  -  Clerk

       347.  To consider the future of the Flood Forum.   (Appendix B)

       348.  To consider replacing the A board in Market Square  -  Cllr Rabagliati

       349. Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Embry
       Update on:  Fence at 23 Deans Rd, CityFibre, East Sussex Highways, Gravel at Kings Ride\Broadway,   
       Dene Car Park, Furlongs Verge Damage, HGV Signage, Commercial Bins.

350. Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Rabagliati


351.  Report on Public Transport & Environment – Cllr Harris
Update on White Bridge.

352. Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson . 
To agree expenditure on Emergency Kits for Refuges including printing costs for Emergency Plan logs.    
Total cost £450.00. (Appendix C).

353. Report on Tye –  Cllr Spring.

       354. Reports from Outside Bodies
        	354.1 Heartstart					
354.2 Alfriston Emergency Group
354.3 Flood Forum 
354.4 Twinning Committee  
354.5 St Andrew’s Church 
354.6 Clergy House    
354.7 Alfriston War Memorial Hall 
354.8 Speedwatch 
354.9 Events      
  
      355. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the Council.
      Twinning Association -  request for poster advertising Affaires Criminelles talk on 26th April in AWMH .     
      Poster from Tue 21st – 26th April.   (Appendix D )

      Wedding Request  -   Sat 15th August 2026.   Request to have some lawn games on the grass outside the 
      back of the hall and also to put some lights in the trees if possible.  The area will remain open to the 
      general public.   (Appendix E )

      South Downs Summer Music Festival  - Tue 14th – Sun 19th July 2026.   Request to have the mobile bar 
      on The Tye, for the duration of the festival, as in previous years.   Also request to erect two small 
      marquees on The Tye on Saturday 18th for an extended interval during the gala concert.  (Appendix F )

      St Andrew’s Church  -  Request for an A Board poster from 21st April for two weeks, to promote a series 
      of fund raising concerts at the church, the first one being on 30th April 2026.   (Appendix G ).


     356. Public Questions

     357. Date of next meeting –  to be held on Monday 18th May 2025 in the AWMH.


Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website.














Appendix A  -  Statement of Finances for April 2025

[image: List of April payments for authorisationa and payments made.]


Appendix B  -  Future of the Cuckmere Flood Forum

From: gill hesselgrave 
Sent: 29 March 2026 15:29
To: Subject: Future of Flood Forum

Hi,  The meeting arranged for April 20th at the Hellingly Hub 3-5pm has been cancelled and rebooked for 18th May - the same place and time. I will be clerking this meeting instead of Aimee Reynolds.

The future - David White and I  have been looking at the future of the Cuckmere Flood Forum and wondering if it has come to the time to close it down.  We would like your comments on how to proceed.  Do you want it to continue or has it had its day?  We have been in place since the bad floods of 2000 - 26 years.

At this time, it was a very vibrant forum for the parishes and the agencies. The Wealden and Lewes MPS were part of it. .  Nowadays we get very little support from the agencies apart from Dan Sargent EA and Nick Claxton the Lead Flood Authority ESCC.

The Cuckmere Valley and Alfriston have a good input into the Pevensey Levels and Cuckmere Water Management Board.  Hellingly now has a Flood Group headed by our MP Nus Ghani.  This leaves the other parishes with the Flood Forum as their main source of input.

We hope that by delaying the meeting it will give the parishes the time to decide if they wish it to continue. 

I am not looking to act as Clerk going forward due to age and other commitments.

Gill Hesselgrave


Appendix C  -  Costs for Emergency Plan Kits and Printing.


APC Emergency Refuge Kit
ITEM 						Unit	Cost 	WMH 	OCC 	Pav 	Total 	Total Cost
Boxes 						£ 	8 	1 	1	 1 	3 	£ 24
High viz. (unbranded) 				£	 4	 4 	4 	4 	12 	£ 48
Clipboards & Folders for registration & logs 	£ 	11 	4 	4 	4 	12 	£ 22
Form Printing 					£ 	1 	40	40 	40 	500 	£ 70
Lanyard holders 				£ 	17 	100 	100 	100 	300 	£ 51
Lanyard cards 					£ 	1 	100 	100 	100 	500 	£ 40
Phone charging cables 				£ 	21 	3 	3 	2 	8 	£ 42
chargers 					£ 	17 	2 	2 	1 	5 	£ 85
Pens 						£ 	9 	4 	4 	4 	12 	£ 9
Games & Cards 					£ 	6 	2 	2 	2 	6 	£ 18
Total £ 409
Contingency 10% 										£ 41
Grand Total 											£ 450


Appendix D  -  Request from Twinning Association

[image: Letter from Twinning Associaiton]



Appendix E -  Wedding Request  -  15th August 2026.


From: Katie Mayhew 
Sent: 23 March 2026 15:21
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
Subject: Re: WEDDING - 15TH AUGUST 2026

Thank you for getting back to me Suzanna.
We have no plans to close the area off to the public and are aware that it is for public use so this will not be an issue. 

I look forward to hearing from you again.

Kind regards,   Katie

Hello,
 
My partner and I are getting married at AWMH on 15th August 2026 and we would like to request permission to have some lawn games on the grass outside the back of the hall and also to put some lights in the trees if possible.
 
Kind Regards,
Katie Mayhew


Appendix F -  South Downs Summer Music Festival  -  Tue 14th July - Sun 19th July 202

From:  SDSMF
Sent: 11 April 2026 12:06
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk
Subject: South Downs Summer Music Festival

Dear Suzanna
I trust you are well.

The Festival pre-launch event takes place this weekend so I write again to ask if the Parish Council would be willing to allow us to bring our mobile bar onto the Tye again for the duration of the festival, from 14th - 19th July.

Everything will be exactly as before, so no changes from prior years and Gary will, nearer the time, share our Public Liability insurance and our risk assessment.

I look forward to receiving the Council’s decision in due course.


		Kind regards,   Paul






On 24 Mar 2026, at 12:06, Anthony Davy  wrote:

[image: Letter from SDSM]

Appendix G  -  St Andrew’s Church Poster

[image: Letter from St Andrew's Church]
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From:   Alfriston & Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association   To:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   Subject:   Request from Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association     Dear Suzanna     Assuming the Alfriston Parish Council meets on the 3 rd   Monday of the month, may I ask  if I am too late to ask if the councillors at their next meeting would consider my request  to display the attached poster in the centre of the village. I am attaching the flyer which  gives more information about the speaker,   Bill Alder.     This is a fundraising event for the Alfriston and Cuckmere Valley Twinning Association  and is open to all not just members of the twinning. As the twinning does not receive  any funding, it is totally dependent on donations and monies raised from fundraisin g  events.      I look forward to your reply and hope very much that permission to display some posters  will be granted.     Kind regards     Angela    
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Dear Jon     The 2026 SDSM Festival in July (14 - 19 July) marks the 20th anniversary of this  internationally respected cultural event which attracts both locals and visitors. It raises  Alfriston's profile as well as contributing much needed funds for the conservation of   St  Andrews.     To celebrate this milestone the SDSM trustees are planning a special Gala concert on the  evening of Saturday 18th July. They would like to invite the audience to enjoy an extended  interval to partake of a glass of bubbly and a picnic, either self catered o r it is hoped a pre - purchased 'Star Box'. Given the unpredictability of the weather the trustees would like  approval to erect 2 small marquees (30m2) for the event on the Tye. These would be  removed on Sunday 19th and of course event litter left on the Tye   will be cleared and  disposed of.       The Folkington's trailer will be on the Tye for the week as usual (no doubt Paul Bendit will  liaise with the Clerk to arrange permissions etc).       I hope the APC will approve and support this plan.     Best wishes   Anthony   Kind regards   Anthony Davy  
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Dear Mrs Dry   >    > I emailed you on 23 March asking for the Parish Council’s permission to display an A - board in the  village square towards the end of April, to promote a series of fund - raising concerts for St Andrew’s  church, the first of which will take place on 30 April . I am aware that there has been a council meeting  since my email and that the next meeting will not be until very shortly before the date of the first  concert. However, I understand that it is possible for you to obtain the response of the council members   by email if necessary.    >    > I am a bit concerned, because my email system has been misbehaving lately, and some of the emails I  have sent have apparently not been received. Could I please ask you to acknowledge this email if you  receive it and I look forward to receiving your respo nse to my request.   >    > Best wishes   >    > Rod Young   > for St Andrew's  
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Authority is sought to make the following payments:-

April Payroll Staff Costs BACS £2,074.28

SLCC Membership 2026 Subscriptions BACS £316.00

Total: £2,390.28  

Authority is sought to make the following payments made since last meeting:-

178 HP Instant Ink Printer Ink Admin 13.49

179 Mrs Suzanna Dry Salary Staff 2074.08

180 Inland Revenue - HMRC Tax & N.I. Mar payroll Staff 503.35

181 AEG Grant Grants 390.00

182 Nest Pensions Employee Pension Staff 187.95

183

Interbiz Payroll Services Admin

25.20

1 02 Phone Bill APC Mobile Phone Admin 16.76

2 AWMH Rent of Hall Rent 45.38

3 Tesco  Assembly Refreshments Vilage Maint. 6.40

4 Tesco  Printer Paper Maintenance 4.90

5 Tesco  Assembly Refreshments Village Maint. 64.19

6 MW Landscapes Grass Cutting - Playground Grass 40.00

TOTAL: 3371.70

Summary of Bank Balances as of  13th April 2026  

Business Current Account 3,167.01

Business Savings Account 40,382.99

TOTAL: 43,550.00

Signed by:

S.C. Dry

Suzanna Dry - Clerk & RFO    

 

Councillor who checked the above invoices for payment:   

Alfriston Parish Council Finance Report  13th April 2026

Project 

Balance as 

of 01.04.25 Expenditure Income Balance as of 31.03.26

General Reserves £23,143.62 £1,300.00 £21,843.62  Apr Finance meeting - agreed to put £1,300.00 underspend in last yr's budget into earmarked reserves

Tye Rd surface £1,938.32 £1,938.32

 

Playground £500.00 £400.00 £900.00 £400.00 from underspend in last year's budget.

NDP £500 £500

High St Traffic Plan  £12,000.00 £12,000.00  

Election costs 2027 £1,000.00 £500.00 £1,500.00 £500.00 from underspend in last year's budget.

Allotments £0.00 £400.00 £400.00 £0.00 £400.00 from underspend in last year's budget, spent on clearing allots.  Jan 2026.

CIL money  £0.00 £0.00

TOTAL  £39,081.94 £1,700.00 £1,300.00 £38,681.94

RESERVE INFORMATION FOR 2025/26  AS AT 31ST MARCH 2026


