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Draft Minutes of a Planning Meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC), held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.30pm
__________________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Cllr Jen Watkins (Chair)
Cllr D Monteath-Wilson, Cllr R Embry, Cllr N Parkinson, Cllr S Rabagliati, Cllr J Spring
	
In attendance:
Mrs Suzanna Dry – Parish Clerk & RFO
There was 1 member of the public present.

358. Chair’s Welcome
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

359. Public Questions 
There were no public questions.

360. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Adrian Harris.

361 . Declaration of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

362. Minutes
Cllr Embry proposed and Cllr Monteath-Wilson seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the Planning meeting held on Monday 20th April 2026, were a true and accurate record.  The Chair duly signed the minutes as an accurate record.    

363. Planning Applications to be Considered:

363.1  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01433/DCOND			Comments could not be submitted at this time.
West Down Kings Ride, Alfriston, BN26 5XN
Discharge of Condition 4 (Arboricultural Report) in relation to SDNP/25/02925/HOUS.
APC noted that SDNPA will be recording site visits.    APC agreed No Objection to this application, however the SDNPA Planning Portal showed that comments could not be submitted at this time.   

363.2  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01450/LDE									OBJECT
The Gun Room, The Tye, Alfriston, BN26 5TL
Implementation of planning permission NP/2011/0022/F and confirmation that the planning permission has been lawfully commenced and remains extant.
APC agreed unanimously  there was no evidence that work did in fact commence for residential dwelling.
363.3  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01707/HOUS								  NO OBJECTION
Russets, 14 Deans Rd, Alfriston, BN26 5XJ
Single storey flat roof extension to rear of garage.
APC wished to ensure the Dark Skies Policy was adhered to.

363.4  Ref. No:  SDNP/25/05119/FUL								 NO OBJECTION
The Flint Barns, Rathfinny Farm, Whiteway, Alfriston, BN26 5TU
Internal and external alterations to existing Flint Barn dining area, provision of 10 additional units of overnight guest accommodation, construction of biomass boiler and BNG habitat area.  Ammendments to limitations of use of overnight guest accommodation.  SDNP states:  Further information has been received on this planning application and comments are welcome.  
APC wish to ensure Dark Skies Policy is strictly adhered to, as some concern of light pollution from traffic at night.
APC encourage development of the Rathfinny Trail.

364.   Applications Updated by SDNPA
364.1  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/00349/DCOND
The Bakehouse, Whiteway, Alfriston, BN26 5TS
Discharge of Condition 2 (Materials) & 3 (Sample Panels) for SDNP/25/01994/LIS.		APPROVED
364.2  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/00345/DCOND
The Bakehouse, Whiteway, Alfriston, BN26 5TS
Discharge of Condition 2 (Materials) & 3 (Blinds) 4 (Hard Standing) 5 (Scheme of Planting) 7 (EDS) 8 (Written Scheme of Investigation) 13 (Roof Lights) for SDNP/25/01187/CND.				APPROVED
365.   Proposed Telecommunications Base Station Upgrade at Rathfinny  			
To ratify APC’s response of no objection to Cornerstone Planning due to the deadline for comments being before the next APC meeting.  Planning permission is NOT required and Cornerstone Planning consulted APC for comment only.  

366.   To discuss the lack of infrastructure for future developments- Cllr Embry.
The Clerk confirmed there are only two sites in Alfriston marked for possible future development by SDNPA.  It is SDNPA who implement policy on infrastructure on developments including the supply of water and wate water.  APC are only able to make comments.    It was AGREED that APC would consider this when responding to the Final Consultation on SDNPA Local Plan, which would be an agenda item at the June meeting.  Action Point 1.

367.   To discuss increasing number of holiday lets in Alfriston -  Cllr Embry.					        
Both the Clerk and Cllr Watkins had spoken to the Planning and Enforcement Dept of SDNPA regarding rental properties changing to holiday lets.  The response given was that Planning will assess each case individually and decide if change of use is required.   This will depend on whether it is the landowner’s primary residence, how many days a year the property is used as a holiday let & if it is a dedicated commercial holiday let operation.

The Chair reminded Cllrs that Vanessa Rowlands, Chair of SDNPA is happy to attend a planning meeting to discuss this further.  The Clerk was asked to invite Vanessa Rowlands to a future meeting.   Action Point 2.

368. Date of next Planning meeting –  to be held on Monday 15th June 2026 in the AWMH at either 6.45pm or 7.00pm depending on number of applications.
							
     
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.15pm.
Details of all planning applications can be found on the South Downs National Park Planning Portal.



