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Draft Minutes of a meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC), held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.15pm
_________________________________________________________________________________


Present:
Cllr D Monteath-Wilson (Chair)	Cllr N Parkinson			
Cllr J Watkins (Vice Chair)	Cllr S Rabagliati
Cllr R Embry			Cllr J Spring
					
In attendance:
Mrs Suzanna Dry – Parish Clerk & RFO
There were approximately 4 members of the public present.

14 . Chair’s Welcome
Cllr Monteath-Wilson welcomed everyone to the meeting.

15. Public Questions 
There were no public questions.

16. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Adrian Harris and WDC Cllr David Greaves.

17. Update from MP
James MacCleary’s May report was read out at the meeting and a copy attached to the minutes. (Appendix A).  

18.  Update from Cllr Stephen Shing – East Sussex Council
The Chair congratulated Cllr Shing on his re-election as an Independent Cllr for East Sussex County Council.   

Cllr Shing reported the first Council meeting since the election will be held on Thursday 28th May where the structure of the council will be decided.    Nothing else to report at this time.

Cllr Shing confirmed that he had also been elected as Mayor for Polegate Town Council.   Cllrs congratulated him on this position.

19.  Update from Cllr David Greaves  -  Wealden District Council
Cllr Greaves had given his apologies and sent in a written report, which is attached to the minutes.  (Appendix B).  

20 . Declaration of interest
Cllr Parkinson declared he has an interest in allotments.  Cllr Watkins declared an interest in AEG and Heartstart.


21. Minutes
Cllr Watkins proposed and Cllr Parkinson seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 13th April 2026, were a true and accurate record. It was unanimously RESOLVED  that the Chair duly sign the minutes as an accurate record.    

Cllr Embry proposed and Cllr Rabagliati seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the APC Monthly meeting held on 20th April 2026, were a true and accurate record. It was unanimously RESOLVED  that the Chair duly sign the minutes as an accurate record.    

Cllr Embry proposed and Cllr Parkinson seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the APC Finance meeting held on 20th April 2026, were a true and accurate record. It was unanimously RESOLVED  that the Chair duly sign the minutes as an accurate record.    

22.  Finance
To approve the Statement of Finances for May 2026 as attached to the Agenda.   Cllr Embry proposed & Cllr Spring seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  

To confirm sight and approval of the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 as attached to the Agenda.   Cllr Rabagliati proposed & Cllr Parkinson seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  

To confirm sight and approval of the Year End Internal Audit Report 2025/26 as attached to the Agenda.   Cllr Embry proposed & Cllr Spring seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  

To approve Section 1 of the Annual Return for 2025/26.   Cllr Watkins proposed & Cllr Embry seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  (Appendix C).  

To approve Section 2 of the Annual Return for 2025/26.   Cllr Watkins proposed & Cllr Parkinson seconded a motion these be approved.  This was unanimously RESOLVED.  (Appendix D).  

23.  To discuss and decide on Changing Banks  -  Clerk
The Clerk’s report was sent out with the Agenda.   Cllr Parkinson proposed and Cllr Rabagliati seconded a motion to change to using Unity Trust Bank for all APC accounts.  This was Unanimously RESOLVED.  The Clerk was asked to instigate the change.  Action Point 1.     The Chair thanked the Clerk for researching the information.

24.  Update on Moving to .GOV.UK  -  Clerk
The Clerk gave an update to Cllrs confirming that those companies that had sent in a quote had been asked for details on contracts.  Cllr Parkinson asked for details on the information received so far, as he felt Cllrs will have further questions to ask the companies.   The Clerk will provide this.  Action Point 2.

25.  To Ratify APC’s response on the future of the Flood Forum  -  Clerk
As the response was required before the May meeting, APC took advice from John Hurwood, our Flood Forum Representative and decided to respond requesting the Flood Forum stay in existence until the future structure for our local government is clarified.   A copy of APC’s response is attached to the minutes.  (Appendix E).  

26.  To Consider Replacing A Board in Market Square  -  Cllr Rabagliati
Cllr Rabagliati confirmed the current A Board is now broken.  He was unable to find a replacement made of wood and suggested APC look at a black metallic A board.   Cllrs AGREED for Cllr Rabagliati to look into costs and report back at the next meeting.  Action Point 3.

27.  Coffeehouse Conversation  -  Date & Topic for next one.
Cllr Rabagliati suggested Allotments for the topic, as an opportunity to get to know allotment holders and discuss their views on applying for a Community Orchard Grant for the wild plot.   Cllrs unanimously AGREED to the topic and the date of Saturday 20th June from 10.00am – 12.00 midday.  The Clerk was asked to see if the OCC or AWMH is free on this date.  Action Point 4.     

Cllr Spring suggested an update on the Exceat Bridge for the following Coffeehouse Conversation.

28.  Report on Highways & Twittens – Cllr Embry
Exceat Bridge
A reminder that Jackson Civil Engineering have been chosen as the contractors to carry out the ESCC project of replacing the current Exceat Bridge, which has come to the end of its lifespan. On Tuesday 28th April our Clerk kindly arranged a meeting with ESCC, Jacksons Civil Engineering, our Chair, Cllr Rabagliati & myself. This was an introductory meeting prior to the general pre-construction stakeholder meeting, which was held today at the Seaford Town Council Chambers. The same representatives from APC were in attendance, with the exception of Cllr Rabagliati, and the addition of our Clerk, and Cllr Spring.
ESCC and Jacksons acknowledge that strong communication surrounding these works is essential, and as such they have confirmed that these stakeholder meetings will be held once a month, regular newsletters will be sent out, and there is also a dedicated Public Liaison Officer at Jacksons, Juliet Fabelurin. She can be contacted using the details below:
07811 941681
exceatbridge@jacksoncivils.co.uk
Works are due to commence on 1st June 2026, with full completion of the project planned for early 2028. The new bridge is expected to open at the end of 2027.
The current 2-way traffic light system will remain in place, and we have been advised that there will be unavoidable road closures next year, where the official diversion will route traffic along the A27. 
Once the dates of the road closures have been finalised, this will be shared with stakeholders, for further dissemination to residents and traders.
23 Deans Road
No update on this I’m afraid. As previously advised, this has now moved to a legal process, so no further information can be shared with us until the matter is resolved. I will of course keep checking in from time to time to see if any progress has been made.
CityFibre
We have previously been advised that the CityFibre go-live will be in May/June. I have chased Tom Foy, the Delivery Manager at CF for a date of completion, and asked again if any roads or residences will not be included at this stage. I’ll keep chasing for a response.

East Sussex Highways
A reminder that Highways actively encourage members of the public to raise problems using their online reporting tool: https://live.eastsussexhighways.com/report-problem or by calling 0345 6080193 if it is an emergency. 

As previously advised, APC has a large number of issues raised with them. Disappointingly, the most recent response from Sam Crowhurst in regard to my chasers to get the gullies cleared along the Furlongs, and at the bottom of King’s Ride, is that ‘If these are not posing a safety concern, I'm afraid they will not be prioritised for action. As previously advised, they will be jetted, however I am unable to provide a timeframe for when the works will be carried out.’

I have chased our steward for an update on the cutting back of overgrown vegetation on the high path north of the village, pointing out that this is getting worse.


Wealden Sign Replacement
As promised, Wealden replaced the dilapidated sign in the village for ‘Deans Road leading to the Furlongs’ in April, replacing it with a lovely new sign that matches the other road signs in the village with white writing on a racing green background.

The Dene Car Park
We have not been advised of any further delays to the completion of works on the EV charging station in the Dene Car Park, so expect this to still be completed in late May / early June. I will monitor this, and follow up with Tina Ford, the Car Parking & Facilities Manager at Wealden DC, if I can’t see that the works have been carried out or seem to be taking longer than expected.
Verge Damage on The Furlongs
Please could we revisit whether we wish to pursue an application or licence with the Licensing and Enforcement Team at ESH for a permanent fixture to be installed on the verge on the turning to the surgery, such as a bollard, a tree, the Alfriston sign, or large boulder. The cost of any action will be for APC to fund, and therefore we need to decide if this would be in the best interest of the village.
I did just want to highlight that if the verge cannot be mounted when the Furlongs is used as an unofficial diversion route, this could make the traffic situation along here even worse than it usually is.
Cllrs all AGREED that they are in favour of an obstacle (potentially multiple bollards) to address this situation, and would like Cllr Embry to proceed with an application to ESCC Highways.   Action Point 5.
Traffic Management Plans for Alfriston
I have had further discussions with Paula Waites, Network Coordinator for Balfour Beatty at Highways, and we also shared our concerns with diversion routes directly with Karl Taylor the Assistant Director of Transport & Operations at ESCC, when we met with him regarding Exceat Bridge. The Council is resolute that the official diversion routes cannot be changed, but they have agreed to request extra signage to be deployed for closures advising drivers that certain roads are not suitable for a diversion route. 
Additional HGV Signage (Query ref:  24226169)
I have asked the Council how they interact with the Newhaven Port Authority regarding advice to be given to HGVs for suitable routes etc. when travelling through Sussex. I am awaiting a response from the Road, Traffic & Safety Team on this. I had also raised a query with them regarding the proposal that they had asked the National Highways Southeast Traffic Signs Team to consult on in April last year. I believe this may be related to the Freight Strategy which is in progress as part of the East Sussex Local Transport Plan 4 (LTP4) (2024-2050), adopted in October 2024.

At last month’s meeting our Chair highlighted that in previous years when Norman Baker served as our MP, he used to interact directly with the Newhaven Port Authority to assist in tackling HGVs using unsuitable routes as cut throughs to their destinations. I reached out to James MacCleary to ascertain if he is taking similar action, and has anything on this topic that could be shared with us. His PA has advised that it may take a little while for them to get back to me on this. I will follow up in due course if I don’t hear anything back from them.

Coach Signs

Regarding the lack of signs highlighting the unsuitability of coaches in the village of Alfriston, Sam Crowhurst our Highways Customer Service Manager sent my request for the reinstatement of such signs to the Traffic and Safety Team. They have subsequently passed this on to the Local Transport Schemes Team, and we are awaiting a response from them.

Cllr Rabagliati kindly shared some photos of a coach performing a 3 point turn in the high street, which I shared with the Council as an example. Thank you very much for this Stephen.


 
Behaviour towards AEG & APC volunteers
We continue to monitor the situation, and again remind residents to log any forms of inappropriate or unacceptable behaviour with the Clerk, with a view to assess if further action is required.
Chair Monteath-Wilson asked that it be logged that a Cllr received verbal abuse from the owner of the Chalk Coffee Shop, and reiterated that such instances are unacceptable, and will not be tolerated.
Commercial Bin Storage on Star Lane
I urged Enforcement to reconsider their stance on the commercial bins on Star Lane, but unfortunately, unless evidence is provided to them showing that the bins cause traffic, or other problems, they will not be taking further action on this. Again, we would ask that residents take photos of any incidents that arise, or advise APC if there are instances where you as a pedestrian have felt unsafe by having to walk in the middle of the road due to the positioning of the bins.
I have spoken with Wealden, but they are unable to assist us on this matter. I have also reached out to SDNPA to see if they can offer any assistance with this.

Obstructions on the Highway

The Chalk Coffee Shop has continued to deploy various marketing methods such as signs, lanterns, and logs with drinks on, situated on the raised footpath opposite the property. They have also erected an A-board and single sign on the road itself, and an overhanging umbrella, all of which cause dangerous hazards to drivers on a blind bend. These have all been reported to Highways for the attention of the Enforcement Team.

Cllr Embry was asked to flag the road obstructions to our PCSO Isaac Wood.  Action Point 6. 

Parking over the Bank Holiday weekend

Residents may have witnessed a parked car on the central reservation of the market square overnight on Bank Holiday Monday. As this vehicle was blocking the road this constitutes dangerous parking. I spoke to Isaac Wood our Police Community Support Officer about this, and he advised that this was a hire car, and due to GDPR, ‘hire companies are not required to hand over information of drivers unless an offence has been committed, unfortunately they will not accept parking as a reason for this request to be made’. I have pushed back on this, highlighting that drivers of hire vehicles should not be exempt from the rules applicable to other drivers.

Isaac does try to educate drivers when he performs his walk arounds of the village, and is aware that parking is a serious issue for Alfriston.

A reminder that if anyone wishes to report dangerous parking, please do so using the police phone number 101, as this issue is not handled by Operation Crackdown. The call handler will ‘assess the request and send it to the correct department.’ 

Operation Crackdown should be used when reporting anti-social driving behaviour such as speeding. The website is www.OperationCrackdown.org, telephone number 01243 642 222. As per the Road Safety Councillors Toolkit from ESCC, ‘if a vehicle is reported through Operation Crackdown the Police will send out a warning letter to the driver. Reports are kept on file for a 12-month period, so higher levels of intervention can be exercised if repeat reports are received in respect of the same driver.’

29.  Report on Allotments & Recreation Ground – Cllr Rabagliati
Cllr Rabagliati reported that two more allotments have been rented.  Water usage continues to be monitored.  The Clerk sent out an e-mail this week to all allotment holders, asking for their views on APC applying for a Community Orchard Grant to plant trees on the wild plot.   
30. Report on Public Transport & Environment – Cllr Harris
Cllr Harris had given his apologies and sent in the following report:

Public Transport. 	Nothing to report.

Footpaths   -  I have not seen any issues. The state of the stile(s) between the white Bridge and the Stone Bridge has been mentioned to me, and I have reported the matter – again – on the East Sussex website. Once again, as well as letting me know, I would encourage anyone to add by reporting the issues themselves on the website: eastsussex.gov.uk/standardmap.aspx. Or just search for ‘footpaths’ on their website.

I took part in an on-line meeting with ‘Walk, Cycle, Wheel’ (formerly Sustrans) who are at the start of a feasibility study to improve the cycle route between Berwick Station to Alfriston and Littlington. Early days yet, but I will report on matters as they progress.

The White Bridge   -  No developments since the last meeting, but I will bring a proposal to the next meeting suggesting a structure for progressing the matter of repainting.

The Environment   -   Last month was the driest April (for Alfriston) for 50 years, and indeed the third driest of any month for the same period. 

31.  Update from Cuckmere Buses Meeting – Cllr Embry
In Adrian’s absence, I attended the bi-annual Stakeholder’s meeting and AGM for the Cuckmere Buses on Wednesday 29th April, largely to show APC’s support for the wonderful work that they do.   Some key highlights:
· They made a healthy profit in 2025, although obviously profit is not their focus, they want to provide a service to the community
· Customer numbers were up, with over 88,000 passengers
· Private Hire is increasing in popularity, with 81 trips in 2025. Norman Hopson was keen to highlight that this is not the main focus of the Cuckmere Buses, but they are keen to utilise the vehicles where possible, rather than have them sitting dormant
· The Government price cap introduced in 2020 remains in place until March 2027, with fares capped at £3 per journey
· Wealden have funded the addition of a new EV bus, and the necessary infrastructure that accompanies this
· They have 55 drivers on the books, but 8 are stepping down this year, so they are currently having a recruitment drive. If anyone is interested in becoming a driver, please reach out to Cuckmere Buses directly:
info@cuckmerebuses.org.uk
www.cuckmerebuses.org.uk
01323 870920
Nick Price (Personnel and Compliance Director) has contacted me to confirm that Arlington Village Hall has been booked for the next stakeholder meeting from 19.45 on Tuesday 13th October.  They will be including a short presentation on their 50 years in operation, and have therefore extended the invitation to all members of the parish council. If you could kindly let Cllr Harris know if you would like to attend, they are keen to know numbers in advance.
Cuckmere Buses are celebrating 50 years in service, making them the longest running charitable bus company in the UK, which is a real achievement. They give presentations to various organisations about the history of the Cuckmere Buses, and offered to do this for Parish Councils.   Cllrs to consider if we would like to take them up on this offer, for discussion at the June meeting.
32.  Report on Strategic Planning – Cllr Parkinson 
Emergency Plan Update –  Cllr Parkinson had an example Emergency Plan Kit at the meeting to show Cllrs.
To agree Arrival\Departure Guide and GDPR Statement for Refuges , copy attached to the minutes (Appendix F).  Cllrs unanimously AGREED to these documents being used as part of the Emergency Plan Kits.   

33. Report on The Tye  -  Cllr Spring
Costs for Tye Bollard Replacement (as sent out with the Agenda)  -  As per Cllr Spring’s report the cost will be between £7-8,000.00.  Cllr Spring will look for a grant to apply to, to help towards costs.   Cllrs AGREED for Cllr Spring to look into the possibility of match-funding to help with costs and to report back to APC.

Proposed New Tye Bylaw Notice (as sent out with the Agenda) -  the cost to print this will now be approximately £40.00 as no artwork is required.   Cllrs AGREED to the notice with one change – to take out the word byelaw in the following sentence:  ‘ Please help preserve the character of The Tye by observing the following byelaws:’   Cllr Spring was asked to get a formal quote sent to the Clerk.     Action Point 7. 

Update on yellow lines  – the yellow lines were repainted today by Cllr Spring and Bruce Sutherland.  Cllrs expressed their gratitude.  
Bins  -  Cllr Spring found the bin at the Wingrove end of The Tye difficult to move and suggested instead that covers were put on the bins at night and removed in the morning to stop animals\birds getting to the rubbish and causing a mess.   A local businessman has agreed to put the covers on at night and remove in the morning.  Cllrs AGREED to give this a try.  Cllr Spring to organise and report back at the next meeting.  Action Point 8. 

34 . Reports from Outside Bodies

34.1  Heartstart  -  Cllr Watkins had nothing to report.

34.2  Alfriston Emergency Group   -  No report.

34.3  Flood Forum  -  John Hurwood reported there was a meeting today, attendance was very low.  It was agreed not to disband the Forum, instead of two meetings a year there will now be one backed up by reports being sent out.  Hopefully next year there will be an update on how flooding will be looked after by the new Local Government Authority.   There are no reserves, so funding will remain as it is.  Minutes on the meeting will be sent out.

34.4  Twinning Association  -   Report was sent out with the Agenda.
	
34.5   St Andrew’s Church  -  Cllr Monteath-Wilson reported the last concert was very well attended.  Next one will be held on 28th May.

34.6   Clergy House  -  No report.
  
34.7   Alfriston War Memorial Hall  -  No report.

34.8   Speedwatch -  Cllr Rabagliati confirmed 44 vehicles have been reported this month.  Two sessions were held today, the first had no vehicles to report and the second had 15 vehicles over the speed limit.  Cllr Rabagliati thanked all the volunteers and the Chair expressed Cllrs thanks to the volunteers also.

34.9  Events  - No report.  

35. Correspondence to The Clerk – Asking for permission from the council.
St Andrew’s Church  -  Request for an A Board poster to advertise concert on 28th May from 19th -28th   
May and another concert on 25th June, poster from 11-25th June.  As per the Agenda.     Cllr unanimously AGREED.  The Clerk was asked to advise accordingly.   Action Point 9. 

 Morris Dancing on The Tye  -  Sunday 26th July.    Request from Mish Mash Morris for an additional 
 Morris Dance Group to join them on Sunday 26th July.   As per the Agenda.    Cllr unanimously AGREED.  The Clerk   
 was asked to advise accordingly.   Action Point 10.


36. Public Questions
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm and opened to public questions.  Meeting was then re-opened at 9.05pm.

37. Date of next meeting –  The next meeting will be held on 15th June in the AWMH.


The Chair closed the meeting at 9.07pm
Please see Appendices attached below and\or on the website







Appendix A  - Report from James MacCleary MP
[image: MP's written report for May]
[image: MP's written report for May cont'd]

Appendix B -   Report by WDC Cllr David Greaves.

[image: WDC written report for May]




Appendix C -   Section 1 of the AGAR
[image: Annual Governance Statement Section 1 completed.]



Appendix D -   Section 2 of the AGAR
[image: Annual Governance Section 2 completed]
Appendix E -   APC’s Response to Flood Forum
[image: E-mail reply re future of Flood Forum]









Appendix F -   Emergency Plan Arrival\Departure Guide & GDPR Statement
[image: Emergency Kit Arrival guide]
[image: Emergency kit Data Protection statement]
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Report  –   Alfriston   PC  -   Mon day  18 th   May   202 6   1.   Food  Waste   The Council has completed phase two of the food waste collection roll - out, this means  they are now collecting food waste from over 76,000 households. And are already  seeing a reduction in the residual waste stream, i.e. black bin waste.     2.   Birling Gap beach has opened a week before schedule after works to repair  the staircase, which was damaged in recent storms, has been completed.   Statement :   The beauty spot at the south of the district has been out of use for two months after cliff  falls caused damage to the staircase, which takes visitors from the car park at Birling  Gap down to the beach.   Wealden District Council, which manages the foreshore on behalf of The Crown Estate  and is the owner of the staircase, appointed contractors Monson Engineering as the  consulting principal engineer to oversee the delivery of the project and CJ Thorne & Co,  a Wealden based company which completed the structural repair works.   The council confirm that the works have been completed and the beach will be open to  the public again from Friday 24 April 2026.   A Wealden District Council spokesperson, said, “We are pleased that Birling Gap beach  is opening ahead of schedule as it allows our residents to enjoy a much - loved scenic  area especially in the great weather we are currently having.   “We would like to express thanks to the National Trust, RNLI and the Coastguard for  their continued support and the contractors for completing the works ahead of time.”     David Greaves                                                                                            18 th   May   2026      
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From:   clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk   < clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk >    Sent:   12 May 2026 15:48   To:   Gill Hesselgrave   Subject:   THE FUTURE OF THE FLOOD FORUM        Dear Gill,     Thank you for your below e - mail regarding the future of the Cuckmere Flood Forum.     APC Cllrs have liaised with John Hurwood, our Flood Forum Representative and  unanimously agree with John that  that it would be wise for the Flood Forum to stay in  existence until the future structure for our local government is clarified.       It would be  very sad to disband and shortly after find ourselves in a new unitary authority with no  overall flood responsibi lity.     We look forward to seeing you at the next Flood Forum meeting on 18 th   May.     All the best     Suzanna           Mrs Suzanna Dry CiLCA   Clerk & RFO   Please note that I work flexible part - time hours    
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ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL: REFUGE CENTRE   Arrival / Departure  Guide for Managers       Hello. Thank you for  supporting   the village by  running   this  R efuge  C entre during this emergency.          Full information about village resources , contact details for other agencies,   and the wider response are  in the  Resilience Plan  –   a copy is includ ed   in this emergency kit.        The kit also contains pens and papers for you to manage the refuge, playing cards to keep people  entertained, and phone chargers and cables .          It is important to keep a record of who is attending the centre, and the actions that we take.     o   You will find attendance register and decision sheets in the kit.        You will also find copies of our Privacy Policy. Please display these in prominent locations.          WHEN SOMEONE ARRIVES   o   Capture their details on a new line of the attendance register: -      Arrival time, name, address, phone or email.      Whether they have arrived with anyone .      Whether they require any medication and if they have brought it with them .      Allocate them a number, write this on a blank business card and give it to them in a  lanyard to wear whilst at the Centre. This is to maintain privacy; we can refer to people  by number rather than name if discussing personal information.   o   Please also tell them about the privacy notice at the top of the sheet and that the full notices  are displayed around the centre.          WHEN SOMEONE LEAVES   o   Please collect their lanyard, note their departure time, and record where they are going next.          KEY DECISIONS   o   Please record key decisions on the Decision Log.   Particularly ,      W hen the Centre opens and closes, and who is present.      Who else is contacted .      Important decisions regarding any attendees.      Any other critical decisions.               Thank you again for all your help today.             ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL                 clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk                               v1  ISSUE   May 2026    


image8.emf
ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL: REFUGE CENTRE   Data Protection Statement     I nformation you provide  to us  will be used by  APC   and response partners to support you during this incident.     What we collect   We may collect personal information about you and members of your household, such as:      Your name and contact details      Household details (including children or dependants)      Any immediate welfare, health, or support needs you tell us about   Why we collect it   Your information is used to:      Register you at the Emergency Rest Centre      Help keep you safe and accounted for      Arrange appropriate support, accommodation, or onward assistance      Share relevant information with partner organisations where necessary to support your welfare   Lawful basis   We process your personal data under the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data  Protection Act 2018. Processing is necessary:      To protect your vital interests or those of others in an emergency, and/or      For the performance of a task carried out in the public interest   Where health or other sensitive information is collected, this is only to ensure appropriate care and support.   Who we may share your information with   Your information may be shared, where necessary, with:      Other  local   authorities      Emergency services      Health and social care providers      Voluntary and humanitarian organisations supporting the response   Information will only be shared where relevant and necessary ,   for managing the emergency and supporting you.   How we keep your information safe   All information is handled securely and access is restricted to  the team  involved in the emergency response.  Records are stored and managed in line with the Council’s data protection and retention policies.   How long we keep it   Your information will be kept only for as long as necessary for emergency response, recovery, and any required  follow - up, after which it will be securely disposed of in accordance with the Council’s retention schedule s.   Your rights   You have rights under data protection law, including the right to:      Ask for a copy of the information we hold about you  


