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Draft Minutes of a Planning Meeting of Alfriston Parish Council (APC), held in the Alfriston War Memorial Hall on Monday 20th July 2026 at 6.45pm
__________________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Cllr Jen Watkins (Chair)
Cllr D Monteath-Wilson, Cllr A Harris, Cllr S Rabagliati, Cllr J Spring
	
In attendance:	
Mrs Suzanna Dry – Parish Clerk & RFO
There was approximately 3 members of the public present.

73. Chair’s Welcome
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

74. Public Questions 
There were no public questions.

75. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Embry, Cllr Parkinson and Cllr Spring who was delayed and would be arriving late.

76 . Declaration of interest
Cllr Monteath-Wilson declared a non-pecuniary interest in Planning Application SDNP/26/02587/HOUS, 29 Kings Ride being known to the owner and refrained from voting on this application. 

77. Minutes
Cllr Rabagliati proposed and Cllr Harris seconded a motion that the unadopted minutes of the Planning meeting held on Monday 15th June 2026, were a true and accurate record.  The Chair duly signed the minutes as an accurate record.    

78. Planning Applications to be Considered:

78.1  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02302/FUL								No Objection
Riverdale, Whiteway, Alfriston, BN26 5TR
Change of use from C1 (Guesthouse) to C3 (Single dwellinghouse).
78.2  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02314/HOUS								No Objection	
The Old Vicarage, West Street, Alfriston, BN26 5UY
Internal and fenestration alterations and repairs to Vicarage and garden walls.

78.3  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02315/LIS								No Objection
The Old Vicarage, West Street, Alfriston, BN26 5UY
Internal and fenestration alterations and repairs to Vicarage and garden walls.
APC fully support the application.

78.4  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02587/HOUS								No Objection
29 Kings Ride, Alfriston, BN26 5XP
Single storey side link extension, rear extension and fenestration alterations.			

78.5  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02688/SCREEN							No Comment
Water Treatment Works, Whiteway, Alfriston.
Upgrades to flow monitoring and associated hydraulic improvements.  No new structures are proposed and all new equipment will be modification to existing assets.
79.   Applications Updated by SDNPA

79.1  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01707/HOUS
Russets, 14 Deans Rd, Alfriston, BN26 5XJ
Single storey flat roof extension to rear of garage						Approved

79.2  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/02291/PNTEL
Rathfinny Lodge, Whiteway, Alfriston.
Upgrade of existing telecommunications base station and ancillary works			No Objection
79.3  Ref. No:  SDNP/25/04828/HOUS
Copsem, 15 Deans Rd, Alfriston, BN26 5XJ
Conversion of existing loft and garage.								Approved
79.4  Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01450/LDE
The Gun Room, The Tye, Alfriston, BN26 5TL
Implementation of planning permission NP/2011/022/F						Refused
80.  Appeals
80.1 Ref. No:  SDNP/26/01061/FUL
Former Allotment Site, North Street, Alfriston.
Erection of 5 houses together with revisions to access and parking.
An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against the Refusal by SDNPA to grant planning consent. All representations made to SDNPA have been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate.  These will be considered by the Inspector when determining the appeal.    
It has been confirmed by SDNPA that this site is no longer part of the allocated site listing for Alfriston in the final edition of the new Local Plan, which will take effect in 2027.   A copy of the e-mail from SDNPA Planning Policy Dept. confirming this is attached to the minutes.   (Appendix A)
It was AGREED unanimously that the Clerk be asked to add a comment to the appeal process, mentioning that SDNPA have now removed this site from the Site Allocations for Alfriston in the final draft of the new Local Plan.   Action Point 1.
81. Date of next Planning meeting –  to be held on Monday 21st September 2026 in the AWMH at either 6.45pm or 7.00pm depending on number of applications.		
    
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.11pm.

Details of all planning applications can be found on the South Downs National Park Planning Portal.

Appendix A  -  E-mail from SDNPA on Former Allotment Site.
From: PlanningPolicy    Sent: 20 July 2026 15:40
To: clerk@alfristonparishcouncil.org.uk    Cc: PlanningPolicy Subject: Former Allotments, Alfriston

Dear Clerk,

Thank you for your telephone call earlier today (Monday 20 July 2026).

SUBJECT: Former Allotments, Alfriston.

(1) The Adopted South Downs Local Plan and Recent Planning Applications
The Adopted South Downs Local Plan (Adopted July 2019) guides development up to 2033 and allocates the site for 5-10 homes under Policy SD58. 

The north area has been subject to two recent planning applications – see references SDNP/24/02440/FUL and SDNP/26/01061/FUL – for the erection of 5 homes. 

The 2024 application (ref. SDNP/24/02440/FUL) was refused in January 2025 and appeal dismissed in October 2025.

The 2026 application (ref. SDNP/26/01061/FUL) was refused in June 2026 and is currently at appeal.
Further information is available on our Statutory Register of Planning Applications:
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

(2) The (Emerging) New South Downs Local Plan
The SDNPA is currently preparing a new South Downs Local Plan to guide development in the National Park up to 2042.
As you have identified, the Proposed Submission South Downs Local Plan does not continue to allocate the Former Allotments in Alfriston. 
This is because the site does not appear to be wholly available. More specifically:
· South Area – There is no evidence that the south area is still available; and
· North Area – The north area is available but is not currently considered to be achievable (see planning applications above).
Further information can be found in the South Downs Land Availability Assessment (LAA): 
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/new-south-downs-local-plan/evidence-base/homes-and-economy/land-availability-assessment/ 
Further information can be found under WE011 Former Allotments in: 
· LAA Appendix D – Assessment outcomes for rejected sites (p176); and
· LAA Interactive Map.

(3) Settlement Boundary
The site is currently in the defined settlement boundary for Alfriston and the north area is currently subject of an appeal – see above. 
The new South Downs Local Plan continues to retain the site within the settlement boundary for Alfriston. If the current appeal is dismissed, then future development could still be supported in principle subject to addressing previous reasons for refusal and other material considerations. Please see Policies and Settlement Maps:
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/new-south-downs-local-plan/south-downs-local-plan-proposed-submission-may-2026/policies-and-settlement-maps/ 

Kind Regards    The Planning Policy Team,  South Downs National Park Authority




